Village Centre Working Group for Dore Neighbourhood Forum

Meeting Held on 18 January 2017 at Dore Old School

MINUTES

1. Present

David Crosby ((in the Chair)

Peter Bower

Maureen Cope

Anne Johnson

John Mason

Christopher Pennell (taking the minutes)

DC welcomed John Mason to his first meeting and regretted that Martin Dudley had resigned from the WG.

2. Apologies

From Jenny Pennell, who was unwell.

3. Name of the Working Group and of the Central Area
It had been suggested at the September Public consultation that we needed to be clear in the terminology we used to describe the whole area the Plan was covering and the area being covered by this WG. Accordingly it was suggested and agreed that henceforth this should be called the Village Centre Working Group (rather than the ‘Neighbourhood Centre WG), thus distinguishing it from the Dore Neighbourhood Area which constituted the full area for the Plan and Dore Village which constituted the full residential area of Dore within which the Village Centre centrally sat.
DC reminded the WG that they had previously extended the Village Centre beyond the area mapped by SCC as such because SCC had focussed solely on the central commercial activities and the WG felt that non-commercial community services should be included too, such as the church halls.
JM tabled a map showing the SCC commercial centre in yellow surrounded in blue by the WG extensions to take in community services, but added on to that a wider green circle to include residential properties whose owners would regards themselves as living in Dore centre and who would want that centre to thrive and be safe as a mixed holistic commercial, community service and residential centre.

It was noted that since the Plan was a development planning document it should not have boundaries or areas on its maps which bore no direct relationship to planning policies. It was possible to see the relevance of the yellow and blue areas to specific planning policies, but not the green extensions. Furthermore there would be the mapped boundaries of the Dore Conservation Area which had relevance to Planning policies. 

4. Proposed Policies

DC drew attention to the two policies in the existing Plan for the Village Centre. He secured the endorsement of the WG for these policies but subject to:

· DN Policy 8 being reviewed after DN Forum had attended the Retail Workshop offered by SCC where the complexities of Planning for retail areas might be better understood

· Car-parking and traffic management issues not being defined in terms of any of the proposed boundary lines because they were not primarily Planning matters but required holistic thinking over wider areas within the Proposals rather Planning sections of the Neighbourhood Plan

· Consideration being given to the possibility that DN Policy 8 might be confined to the Yellow area (as originally defined by SCC) while the environmental improvements at DN Policy 9 (as amended to make it more viable as a Planning issue) might encompass at least the Yellow and Blue areas as appropriate, thus extending from the predominantly  commercial areas to areas with a higher residential component.

DC undertook to advise WG members of the timing of the offered retail workshop when it was known.
5. Proposals – Traffic and Parking Management

DC suggested that traffic and parking management issues arose not only in the Village Centre but also on Lower Dore Road and, for that matter, in many other parts of Dore Village. There was strong support for a 20mph restriction in all Dore residential areas and this was gaining strength within SCC too in other residential areas. He proposed that these issues should be dealt with in the Proposals section of the Plan and that Proposal 8 and 9 might be combined. The Sustainable Transport WG would have to consider this.
JM said that if there was no time-limited parking system in the future in the Village Centre, his Central Residents’ Association members would probably be prepared to live with the regime as it is now; but, if time-limited parking was introduced in the centre, his members would want that linked with residents’ parking permits to avoid displacement parking. It was noted that this was best pursued outside the Plan in the discussions currently taking place directly between DVS and SCC and involving the CRA.
DC undertook to redraft the whole section on the Village Centre reflecting the points above in 3 to 5.

6. Consultation

It was agreed that there was a long-standing obligation for the WG to carry out direct face to face consultation with the businesses and community services in the Yellow and Blue areas. MC and JP had volunteered to do this, probably after imminent holidays abroad which both had booked. There being no other volunteers (other than perhaps some support from CP), MC undertook to contact JP to agree the structure for the consultation interviews which should focus on the two policies in the Village Centre and not get embroiled in traffic management and parking beyond recording views expressed. It was noted that some businesses with organisational structures outside Dore (like the Co-op and Well Pharmacy) would have to be consulted by letter (for DC and CP to think about).
7. Other Matters

There was a discussion for interest on the Community Infrastructure Levy and on improvements needed to the bus services within Dore.
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