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New Year Honours
Dore residents did exceptionally well in
the New Year Honours list. Michael
Vaughan, captain of the Ashes winning
cricket team last summer, has been
appointed OBE. Local councillor Anne
Smith, leader of the Conservative Group
on Sheffield Council, receives an MBE,
Judith Jackson receives an MBE for
services to young people and Beryl
Seaman a CBE for services to the National
Probation Service.

Membership Subs
Enclosed with this issue is a
membership renewal form for 2006. If you
have not already paid your £4 annual
subscription to the society for this year,
please complete the form and post it to the
address indicated or hand it in at the
Society’s room in the Old School between
10am & 12 noon on the first Saturday of
any month.
As a registered charity the Dore Village
Society relies heavily on subscriptions and
donations to carry out its objectives on
behalf of members and Dore residents
generally. Also the more members we
have, the more clout we carry with the
council and other public bodies.
If you are a tax payer, we are able to
reclaim tax already paid (22%) on your
subscriptions and donations, making your
membership worth even more to the
society. If you are a higher rate taxpayer,
you can also claim back the difference
between basic and higher rates on your tax
return.

Oral History Collection
In conversation with Peter Bradley
Peter Bradley was born on the 31st
October 1930 at what used to be the
Beauchief Nursing Home on Abbey Lane.
He was the only child of Thomas Bradley
and Florence Marshall and was brought up
in Lavender Cottage on Townhead Road,
which is possibly one of the oldest
cottages in Dore. His father was born and
brought up on Summer Lane, just off
Hillfoot Road in Totley and his mother
was born at Farm Cottage, next door to
Lavender Cottage, where her parents Fred
and Sara lived. She was one of six
children. In those days it was known as
The Farm, Townhead Road and Peter has
many fond memories of being in and out
of both houses when he was a child.
His grandfather and great grandfather
before him used to farm the land between
continued on page 10
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Ringinglow Fire Station is to be
closed, following a decision by the South
Yorkshire Fire Authority, and despite a
6,900 name protest petition.
Furniss Avenue development. A
planning application has been lodged by
Westbury Homes (now Persimmon
Homes) to build 89 dwellings, including 9
affordable units, on the site of King
Ecgbert Upper School, Furniss Avenue.
Blue Ridge. Local residents are up in
arms about proposed changes to the plans
for the ‘Blue Ridge’ site on Ashfurlong
Road and to the damage done to what was
once a wildlife rich public verge, both by
contractors laying new drainage pipes and
the developer County Developments.
Cross Lane one-way. In response to
overwhelming public opposition, the
proposed one-way scheme for Cross
Lane/Brickhouse Lane has been deferred
by the Planning Board.

Sheffield’s ‘secret’ railway
If you go down to the woods: A brief
history of Sheffield’s ‘secret’ railway.
Who could have predicted that in the
21st Century the Rev. Wilbur Awdry’s
stories about a little blue steam locomotive
and his friends would still be all the rage,
and that as a result many of Britain’s
traditional miniature railways would
experience a resurgence? The Abbeydale
Miniature Railway is no exception. If you
already know the ‘secret hiding place’ of
this little gem, then hopefully you’ll find
the following bit of history interesting. If
your family hasn’t yet discovered it,
instructions are forthcoming!
Model steam locomotives have been
made from the time of the invention of the
full size ones in the 1840’s, often by
railway apprentices. Examples can be seen
in the National Railway Museum at York,
but complete passenger carrying
miniature railways did not appear in
Britain until the early 1900’s.
Remarkably, three of the very first were
in Sheffield and in particular, one of them
was in Dore. It belonged to Guy Mitchell
of Brook House, Grove Road
coincidentally only about a mile from the
present Abbeydale Miniature Railway and
a stone’s throw from what was then the
Midland Railway’s main line from
Sheffield to Manchester. Mitchell’s
‘Brook House Miniature Railway’ was
built in his back garden and his house was
extended to accommodate his coal fired
continued on page 20
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Dragons beware!

PUBLISHING DEADLINES:-

Dore Village Society will be holding a
family dragon hunt around the village on
St. George’s Day 23rd April, commencing
at 2pm.
The event will start and finish at the Old
School, be suitable for all ages in family
groups, take about an hour, and be
supported by refreshments and a small
prize for successfully completed entries.
More details will appear nearer the time,
but in the meantime put a note in your
diary today to come and enjoy the
community spirit of our beautiful village.

Tough year ahead
According to the Peak District National
Park Authority it is facing a difficult year
after “the toughest Government funding
settlement in recent years”.
Although it needs to save £323,000 to
balance its books, it says it can maintain
key services and inject extra funding into
some priorities. But the authority will not
be able to carry out as much conservation
and enhancement in the National Park as it
would like. There will also be a freeze on
recruitment of paid part-time patrol
rangers, although volunteer rangers will
still be recruited and trained.
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Closing the stable door
According to the local press we are
being promised greater protection against
housing developments on our doorstep.
After numerous cases in which residents
have complained about the character of
South West Sheffield being eroded, the
city council is preparing to tighten
planning guidelines. In particular, the
authority wants to avoid distinctive large
detached houses being demolished to
make way for blocks of flats! It would
seem that if the properties are not listed for
their architectural merit, the council has
felt its hands have been tied to a large
extent by Government policy that
encourages higher density housing
development on brownfield, or previously
developed, land.
Now a new city-wide development
strategy aims to make clear that high
density housing will be resisted in the
south west of the city to protect the
suburbs’ character and to reduce road
congestion.
It is hoped that this will give councillors
more muscle in resisting planning
applications, and the authority believes it
will get the appropriate support from the
Government if developers lodge an
appeal.
Whether the objectives stated in the
Dore Village Design Statement will be
included in the new guidelines remains to
be seen. Meanwhile the development of
the old King Ecgbert school site looks like
going ahead at high density levels. How
the village will cope with the extra traffic
on Furniss Avenue remains to be seen, as
does the question as to whether local
schools can absorb the inevitable influx of
extra children.

Awareness Month
March is national awareness month for
the University of the Third Age (U3A), a
campaign to make more people aware of
the organisation with 571 U3As and
153,000-plus members in the UK.
One of the best ways to find out more
about the U3A is through their national
website: www.u3a.org.uk. Click on “U3A
Awareness” and you will find an excellent
article that tells all about U3A: how they
are organised, why they are unique, what
to expect, who to contact if you are
interested, and even how to start your own
U3A. After that check out the information
pack that gives some history of the
organisation’s 24 years of existence, or go
to the international links around the world.
Alternatively you can ring the initial
enquires officer for Sheffield U3A on
0114 289 1351.

2

Who was St George?
St George was first regarded as an icon
in England in the time of Bede (late 7th
century). However, King Richard 1
adopted St George as his own troops’
patron during his leadership of the Third
Crusade (1189-92).
It was really only in the early 15th
century that St George was accepted as
more than champion of the soldiery, after
Henry V cited George’s patronage of all
England in his address before the Battle of
Agincourt. Until that time, from the late
9th century, the patron saint of England
had been St Edmund, King of the East
Angles.
The saint in question is now generally
accepted to have been a Roman soldier
martyred at Lydda in Palestine c AD300,
during the persecutions of the Roman
Emperor Diocletian.

Archaeology group
Are you interested in archaeology? We
are thinking of setting up a group for local
people, initially to share enthusiasm,
information, ideas but eventually to
research, develop and pull together a
record of what we know about the
surrounding area. Would you, or anyone
living locally who you know be
interested? If so please contact John Baker
on 236 9025 or Stuart Barnes on 236 2661
to find out more.

A Dore Calendar
The Dore Village Society would like to
produce a calendar for 2007, featuring
pictures of Dore through the seasons.
We would like to use photographs taken
by local people. So please get those
cameras working and send in your efforts
to the Society. In addition to the fame of
having your picture selected and
acknowledged, there will be free calendars
for those submitting the best photographs.
Contributions please to any member of the
committee on this page.

Editorial & Advertising
Dore to Door is published quarterly by
the Dore Village Society and delivered
free to over 3,250 households in the area.
If you are interested in submitting an
article or letter, have local news to report,
or wish to place an advertisement, please
contact the Editor John Baker on 236 9025
or write to:
The Editor; Dore to Door;
8 Thornsett Gardens; Dore;
Sheffield, S17 3PP.
Email editor@dorevillage.co.uk ]
Opinions expressed in articles and
services offered by advertisers are not
necessarily endorsed by the publishers.
No part of Dore to Door may be
reproduced in full or part, without written
permission.
Printed by South Yorkshire Printers,
112 Harvest Lane, S3 8EE.
© Copyright Dore Village Society 2006

Burbage's
Band of Brothers
Peak District National Park Authority
archaeologists are looking for help in
tracking down a US army division that
trained in the Peak District area during
World War 2.
Archaeologist Bill Bevan is surveying
Burbage Edge to record all archaeological
remains to inform future conservation.
One of the important aspects of this is
evidence of past military exercises.
Boulders scarred by bullets and mortar
shells, and foxholes survive below
Burbage Edge, near to the Fox House Inn,
between Hathersage and Sheffield. They
were used during target practice in World
War 2. But Bill would like to know who
was training here.
Bill said: "From the survey we can tell
that the soldiers were practising attacking
uphill and assaulting positions on Burbage
Edge. We believe that the American army
trained on Burbage for a while before the
Normandy D-Day landings.
But we're not sure exactly who it was. It
may have been one of the Airborne
Divisions who landed behind Utah Beach
or one of the Infantry Divisions." The 1st
Infantry Division landed at Omaha beach,
which was flanked by similar cliffs to
Burbage Edge and had rising ground
behind it.
If anyone has any records or
information about the American army in
the Peak District during World War 2, or
of any other earlier military activity in the
area, please write to Bill Bevan at the Peak

District National Park Authority, Aldern
House, Baslow Rd, Bakewell, DE45 1AE.
The archaeological survey is being
funded by the Moors for the Future
Partnership, which is restoring the
internationally-important Peak District
moors that have been damaged by fires,
pollution and erosion. Their website is
www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk

Dore Festival
24th June - 9th July 2006
We are already looking forward to
Festival fortnight. A full programme of
popular and varied events, as well as some
new ones, is again being planned.
The Festival will begin with a local
walk following the boundaries of Dore
organised by Dore Village Society who
will also be arranging a number of walks
during the fortnight. The Well Dressing
Service is on Sunday 2nd July.
Other popular events will be the play on
The Green and a variety of concerts. On
Friday 7th July there will be a Jazz
Concert, with well known local jazz
musician Chris Walker, in the Parish
Church.
This years Festival Songs of Praise is in
the Methodist Church.
We are sure every event will be as well
supported as in previous years and more
details will be published during the next
few months.
Maureen Cope & Anne Elsdon
Festival Programme
Co-ordinators
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Dore Male Voice Choir
The Christmas Concerts in the parish
church were again a success with big
audiences. £650 was raised towards the
improvement work to the Church Hall. As
quite a change, solo items were performed
by a violinist, Tini Boswell. He played,
amongst other items, part of the Vivaldi
‘Four Seasons’ accompanied by his own
orchestra (on CD) with all the orchestra
parts played by himself - quite a feat.
The Choir is rehearsing a new repertoire
for the Annual Gala Concert on 1st April
at Ecclesall Church. The Lord Mayor will
again be our special guest. The Choir has
a full programme for the 2006 season with
concerts in Dore, Fulwood and
Derbyshire. In June we will be singing in
Rugby School; and in September 20 Choir
members will be joining Wigston Male
Voice Choir for a weeks tour to Jersey.
In recent months we have had a number
of new members. We are always looking
for new voices. So if you enjoy singing,
and most people do, why not come along
to one of our rehearsals and see if you
could take to it. You can just come along
and listen if you wish. The choir meet on
Thursdays at 7.15pm at the Church Hall.
It’s well worth a visit. If you are at all
interested I suggest you contact me on 236
5043, to hear more about it. Or just turn up
on a Thursday. You will be most welcome.
David Heslop
Keep up to date with what is happening
in the village at:

www.dorevillage.co.uk

Sewer renewal
In January contractors for Yorkshire
Water undertook renewal work to the
sewer line which runs underneath the
bridleway from Limb Lane to Ryecroft
Bridge, within Ecclesall Woods. This
involved re-lining the pipeline - no
excavation was necessary. It proved quite
a crafty process.
First they clean out the pipe. They sent a
huge tanker down the footpath driven by a
young lad who they’d told he could turn
round at the bottom of the path. Of course
he couldn’t and got stuck. He came round
to the farm for a tow out. By this time it
was dark so we told him to wait till
morning. He said he’d have to sleep in the
cab because he was from Halifax. In the
end I think he stayed overnight at
Critchley’s. We got him out next morning.
Then this team arrived a couple of days
later, different firm from the tanker, to line
the pipe.
The sleeve starts of as a soft resin
impregnated felt tube. They put one end in
the sewer down a manhole and then blow
it down with compressed air turning it
inside out as it goes, so that it fits tight
inside the sewer pipe.
Then they blow steam down the tube to
harden the resin, you can smell the resin
quite strongly while they’re doing it. This
takes several hours. While this is going on
they put another pipe in the top manhole
and pump out the flow of sewage and
pump it overground down to the bottom
manhole. These are the pipes you can see
in the photo. Then they put a cutter down
the pipe to open any laterals that have
been sealed off. The company is called
Insituform Technologies Ltd.
Richard Farnsworth
Sheffield still lags behind most of the
country by only recycling 17.14 % of
household waste compared with 22.9 %
for England as a whole.

Dore Geothermal project? Steam venting from a manhole in Ecclesall Woods during
the re-lining of sewers. Picture provided by Richard Farnsworth..

Whinfell Quarry Garden
During 2005 regular visitors to the
Whinfell Quarry Garden will have seen a
huge improvement to the surface of all the
paths, thus making walking around much
easier and especially for wheelchair users
and those with mobility problems.
Friends of Whinfell Quarry Garden had
two sessions, one in the spring and another
in the autumn when with the assistance of
BTCV and the Sheffield City Council
Rangers we laid approx. 40 tons of
crushed sandstone which was then
impacted to make it solid and secure.
We are very grateful to Dore Village
Society for their generous contribution to
the funding for this project, made possible
by the South West Area Panel and other
private donations.
In October in conjunction with ‘Make a
Difference Day’ members and supporters
planted around 2000 bulbs donated by
Sheffield City Council.
At our November working day we had
our best ‘turn-out’ to date including
support from the local scouts and students
from Sheffield University.
Please do come and support us and help
to restore the gardens. Tools are provided,
but if you have strong industrial gloves
please bring them with you. The dates are:
Saturday 11th March 9.30 to 12.30
Monday 8th May 1.30 to 4.30
Saturday 8th July 9.30 to 12.30
Monday 4th Sept. 1.30 to 4.30
Saturday 11th Nov. 9.30 to 4.30

Here comes March
Although now regarded as the first
month of spring , March was once the first
month of the year. The Anglo- Saxons
called it Lenet-monat; that is lengthy
month, referring to the lengthening of the
day at this time of the year, also possibly
the origin of the term Lent.
It can be a month of varied weather,
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probably the basis of the old expression
“March comes in like a lion and goes out
like a lamb”. Sometimes it is a dry month,
in which blustery winds prevail, and these
can be cold enough to make fields as hard
as if coated by winter frost. Alternatively,
there can be times when walkers will be
able to see cloud and sunshine chasing
each other over the paths ahead.
Walking through woodlands, the trees
are dotted with green spots from which
future leaves will hang. It is also possible
to come across what looks like a heap of
litter, where dead leaves and short
withered grass have been thrown lightly
together upon the earth.
At first sight there seems no sign of life,
apart from perhaps an odd straggler at the
base of the mound. Poke the point of a
stick into it, however, and all the ground
around can become alive with a mass of
wood ants, issuing from the spot where
you probed. Don’t stay looking for too
long, or you could soon see them covering
your boots and going upwards, where they
can give quite a piercing nip into bare
human flesh.
Violets appear on sunny banks and
under the shelter of hedges. The fragrance
of this flower often scents the March air
because, like the rose, the fragrance
remains after the flower itself has died.
Other March flowers include the wood
anemone, with its brightly coloured white
petals, delicately tinged with pink inside
and marked with purple outside.
The daisy also appears. One of our
oldest flowers, it retains its Saxon name
‘Days Eye” The “Eye” opens regularly
with the light of day, then closes firmly at
the end of it. Lesser periwinkle, with
delicate blue petals, will be seen in woods
and hedgebanks, along with the glossy
yellow flowers of lesser celandine, and
early bluebells.
March is also the month of the daffodil
and the shamrock, since it contains two
patron saints’ days - David of Wales on the
lst and Patrick of Ireland on the 17th.

The fourth Sunday in Lent, is now
generally known as Mother’s Day. This
title however, and the commercialisation
of the day, came about as a result of
American forces serving in Britain during
the Second World War, confusing their
Mother’s Day with the day we have
celebrated in Britain for many centuries as
Mothering Sunday.
In the animal world, hares are actively
leaping and bounding in the fields, earning
their title of mad march hares. New- born
lambs become strong and can be seen
playing in fields, and snakes will bask in
sunny spots, usually near water, for they
are truly graceful swimmers. Another
graceful swimmer is the water-rat, its silky
hair trapping bubbles of water so that, in
the sunshine, they glisten like bright silver.

Its nest is usually in a bank with an
underwater entrance.
Pike, too, will bask in the sunshine near
the surface of the water. To stand on a
bridge, or even a plank of wood over a
stream, can offer the chance of watching
the effortless turning and gliding of this
and other fish. Ponds and ditches are
populated with round-headed, long-tailed
tadpoles, hatched from spawn and starting
the perilous transformation stages of
becoming a frog.
Above the burgeoning woods, fields and
hedges, our native birds come out of their
winter hiding places and start to sing. The
blackcap’s song is equalled only by the
nightingale. Other birds around are the
willow wren, hovering hawk and wagtail.
A quite extraordinary incident can
happen
when
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listening to birds singing in early spring;
they can suddenly all stop when, upon
hearing another bird’s cry of alarm, they
all fly into the nearest hedge or bush for
safety. The bird sounding the warning has
seen the hawk hovering, nearly motionless
high in the air, prior to plunging down
quick as a flash to seize a selected victim.
The birds know that if they are in hedges
they are safe, because the hawk cannot
spread its wings to seize them.
Possibly the best-known spring bird is
the cuckoo. Indeed, the first hearing of its
familiar call is regarded by many as a sign
that spring has definitely arrived.
Geoffrey Humphrys
First published in Country
Walking magazine

Letters
Dear Sir,
Proposed One Way System.
In response to overwhelming public
opposition to the proposed scheme for
Brickhouse Lane / Cross Lane, the
Planning Board, on 16th January 2006
voted to defer the one-way system. They
did however, decide to provide enhanced
warning signs on Hathersage Road and to
make improvements to the junction at
Brickhouse Lane / Dore Moor Inn. These
include a ban on right turns into
Brickhouse Lane by vehicles heading
towards the City.
The one-way system was deferred to
allow Highways Officers to consult with
ward councillors and a small group of
local residents, with the intention of
coming back to the Board, at some future
date, with alternative proposals. Highways
Officers had conceded that their proposals
would result in over 1000 extra vehicles a
day using Brickhouse Lane.
At a public consultation session at Dore
Old School, which was attended by over
200 people, opposition to the scheme was
overwhelming. The
residents
of
Brickhouse Lane felt very strongly for
numerous reasons, but particularly
because during the summer they had first
hand experience of the problems they
would encounter if these proposals went
through, when, due to an accident, all
traffic was diverted temporarily on to
Brickhouse Lane. The situation became
chaotic, two cars were bumped, a bus was
stranded and residents couldn’t get out of
their drives. Residents also had very
serious concerns about all vehicles,
including buses, turning right at the
junction of Brickhouse Lane on to the
main Hathersage Road.
Council Highways Officers have told us
they work on a points system to ensure
that resources are spread fairly across the
City, solely according to the number of
accidents. They also say that the number
of accidents at the Cross lane / Long Line
junction warrants expenditure of £20,000
to £25,000. This rules out a staggered
junction, roundabout or traffic lights.
Therefore, as an alternative to the one
way system we are looking at: leaving
things as they are and seeing what the

activated speed restriction signs and other
improvements on Hathersage Road will
bring, or suggesting a number of other
limited road safety improvements.
This is a complex issue and there are no
easy solutions, but we will try to ensure
that any proposals are in the best interests
of the local community. Updates of
progress will be put on the Dore Village
Society web site at www.dorevillage.co.uk
Our sincere thanks to all who have sent
letters of support.
Councillor Anne Smith
Dear Sir,
I am writing to encourage people to take
advantage of the opportunity to talk to our
Community Constable, PC. David
Spencer on the 1st Thursday of each
month at the Old School in Dore, 12 noon
- 1.30 pm. I found it a very positive
experience and one thing we discussed
was one of my major irritations - the way
the centre of Dore has become an
unofficial ‘Park and Ride’ zone, making it
very difficult for the elderly and disabled
to park near where they need to be.
He explained to me that the paradox of
his situation is that even if it became a
‘limited parking’ area, the police are
unable to put parking tickets on cars if
they are causing a parking offence. The
Council decision is that only a Traffic
Warden is authorised to do this. When did
you last see a Traffic Warden in Dore?
Alison Down
Ed. The Society has tried for years to get
a 2 hour restriction on parking in front of
the shops on Causeway Head Road
without success. Now that the Council has
taken over responsibility for enforcing
parking restrictions, a cynic would ask
why send a traffic warden to Dore when
there is more money to be made in the
centre of Sheffield! Surely the police could
do more with reference to obstruction,
driving without due care and attention etc.
I understand it is illegal to drive on
pavements, but not to park on them!
Dear Sir,
I have just come, with a mixture of
anger and disgust, from the meeting of the
South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue
Authority at The Source where they’ve
decided to close and sell Ringinglow Fire
Station, and to close two other stations in

Antique & Fine Art Auctioneers & Valuers
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South Yorkshire.
Despite a much larger petition - 6900
signatures - to save Ringinglow than was
presented two years ago, and despite the
strongest public expressions in protest,
from a public audience of over 100 South
Yorkshire residents, and despite the very
well argued case put forward by
Councillor
Paul
Scriven,
which
demolished the Fire & Rescue Authority’s
case for closure on the grounds that it was
sited in a low risk area, when it came to
the vote it went straight down party lines.
The majority party, Labour, defeated the
amendment to keep Ringinglow,
Brampton and Mexborough stations.
It was only to be expected that Labour
wouldn’t care about Ringinglow, but you
would hope that the two Sheffield Labour
councillors would be concerned that the
city as a whole is losing a pump and thus
fire cover for the whole city will be
affected. However ... !
What is also angering me is the
evidence once again of how meaningless
public consultation is: this meeting had all
the hallmarks of a stitched-up job.
I am left with one appeal to, make. and
a challenge. In Ecclesall and Fulwood and I know this from the campaigning
we’ve done - there is a widespread
perception that Ringinglow is to be closed
for financial reasons - it sits on a site to be
sold at an estimated £2.5 million- and not
operational ones.
My appeal/challenge, to the fire
authorities and to the Labour members is
this: have the decency to admit the real
reason for closing Ringinglow was to sell
the land in order to solve a funding gap.
Finance ahead of public safety!
Mike Reynolds
Ed. Another case of riding rough shod
over public opinion.
Dear Sir,
I have for some time been researching
my family history - on my father’s side,
surname of Marsden. My family are from
Chesterfield in the 1900’s and Eckington
in the 1800’s. I have gone back to a
William Marsden, father of a definite
ancestor Joseph Marsden b. 1753 in
Eckington.
William Marsden does not appear to be
born in Eckington and the nearest we can
find is a William Marsden born in
Dronfield / Dore in 1714, who married an
Elizabeth Pinedar in 1749. I am hoping
that this is the correct Marsden. It makes
sense as the Marsdens in Eckington were
all Edge Tool Makers with their own
business and there is a history of
scythes/edge tool making in Dronfield.
William Marsden appears to have a
father James Marsden, earlier known as
Mastin. James had 2 other children I have
traced: Alice b 1708 and James born 1711.
The purpose of this letter is to ask if
anyone can help me further with my
Marsden research. I know there are later
Marsdens in Dore and have just obtained
via my local library a copy of A- W of
Dore, which mentions a John Marsden,
miller at Bradway Mill in the 18th century.
Jane Marsden
Ed. If you can help Jane with any
information she can be contacted via us at
the address on page 2.

Dear Sir,
Recently, we were asked by letter from
DVS to cut back our hedge in order to
preserve the pavement width outside our
house. We have done this readily.
Now, we are asking a favour of Dore
Village Society. For several years now
smoke pollution in Dore has been
increasing in extent and frequency. There
always seems to be someone near us
having a garden bonfire, or breaking the
law, pouring smoke out of their numerous
chimneys. There’s rarely a whole day
when the air is pure enough to breath
without wishing you hadn’t bothered
going out.
We feel strongly that Dore is becoming
a very unpleasant, and unhealthy place to
live. There are a number of no-go areas for
me as a runner - roads I call ‘smoke alleys’
where there always seems to be some
smoke around - Ashfurlong Road,
Newfield Lane, Town Head Road (village
end), Drury Lane, Rushley Road, Vicarage
Lane, Cavendish Avenue, Victor Road,
Ryecroft Glen, the lower end of Dore
Road, and so on... Some of these sources
are regular bonfire burners, some are coal
burners - particularly Cavendish Avenue,
Victor Road, Ashfurlong, Newfield, Dore
Village - and the problem becomes more
acute during cold, or wet weather
(presumably, when people feel they ‘need’
a cosy fire). The Clean Air Act doesn’t
apply to those who live in Dore, it seems.
Certainly, there are a number of
residents who live near us who have
complained to the council in the past about

regular smoke pollution from ‘fellow’
neighbours, but nothing has been done. I
was talking to a neighbour the other day,
who was in disgust at yet another builder’s
bonfire near his house, who said he felt the
problem was getting worse - and not just
from builders and paid gardeners. Some
of the worst culprits were neighbours he
used to think of as his friends.
So now, as members of DVS, we are
asking if DVS could do something about
this problem: perhaps something along the
lines of sending a letter to those creating
smoke imploring to their better nature,
explaining to them that they are damaging
the pleasantness of Dore, the environment,
and the sanity and health of everyone who
lives near them - not to mention the ozone
layer.
This shouldn’t be too hard as the
regular culprits are well know to us and
others who suffer on a daily basis.
The Hendersons
Ed. We sought advice from Council
officials. This is their reply:
“There is no law against having garden
bonfires, only that discretion should be
applied. It would be polite to inform the
neighbours before having a bonfire in case
they have washing outside or have open
windows. We would normally advise
people to dispose of their garden waste at
the local tip rather than burning it. So if at
all possible do not have a bonfire. The
council has been providing Green Bins for
people to put their garden waste in so that
it can be collected..”
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“For bonfires on building sites, I would
have to refer you Environmental
Protection at Carbrook.”
“Regarding domestic fires, you have
mentioned coal fires and these are allowed
as long as the fuel used is a Smokeless
Fuel. Many people are now installing
wood burning fires which do supply a
manufacturers guide as to what fuels
should be used. It is advisable to adhere to
these due to the problems that can be
created if the guidelines are not adhered
to.”
“Should anyone suffer from garden
bonfires, they can report them through our
call centre. The telephone number is
2037410.”
Trevor Haughton,
Environmental Health District Officer
Dear Sir,
Walking as I do around the village over
the last fifty years, I noted the alterations
to the wall of no 12 Townhead Road and
wondered whether a garage would be
built. Now that the parking space is in use,
I feel it has been sensitively done, with the
rather pretty garden.
I much prefer it to the awful expanse of
tarmac, which is over the wall, of the
adjoining cottages, which has nothing to
recommend it, being ugly, uneven,
flowerless, and a complete eyesore! Why
it is allowed to remain so, in such a
prominent position in the village is a
mystery to me; I know which I prefer.
Little Owl
Name and address supplied

Did you know
Now we are threatened with yet more
development in the shape of 89 houses
squeezed onto the old King Ecgbert site
off Furniss Avenue. Is this really how
people want to live in the 21st century?
Just what are we doing to our environment
and way of life. Just look at the mess and
destruction created by the Blue Ridge
development on Ashfurlong Road, at the
creeping urbanisation of Long Line, or the
sheer size of houses being built on the old
Hinchcliffe site on Newfield Lane. Think
of the extra traffic, the inadequate surface
drainage, and the strain on local schools
and surgeries.
Not that we care for our environment.
Bushey Wood for example seems to have
become our local dumpit site as local
residents discard their garden rubbish into
an ever deepening layer. Everything from
grass cuttings, to leylandi branches, from
old sheds to spoil from extension
foundations. Now the chainsaws have
moved in with trees being felled despite
TPOs. What was once a green oasis
between post war development is rapidly
losing its charm.
And then the beloved motorcar. Driving
into Sheffield is such a pleasure thanks to
the creative efforts of our city traffic
engineers and the sheer volume of traffic
which seems to grow on a daily basis!
Now we read that the Government
proposes to extend congestion charges to
cities throughout the country. Yet for a
large section of society, car use has proved
not to be price sensitive - look at the
growth of gas guzzling 4x4s in recent
years. The only effect will be to squeeze
those in the poorer sections of society,
who may have to use cars due to working
unsocial hours or making cross city
journeys. Very equitable.
While we are on about traffic engineers,
how come that despite public opposition at
an open meeting, they still insisted on
recommending Cross Lane become one-

way, with outgoing Dore traffic funnelled
up Brickhouse Lane? No doubt cost was
the deciding factor in this decision, against
the option of an expensive roundabout at
the Long Line/Hathersage Road junction,
or the cost of offsetting the junction.
Accountants rule OK!
Doremouse

Expensive smoking
Motorists could find it almost
impossible to sell a car they smoke in
regularly, damaging not only their health
but also their wealth.
New research shows that smoking in the
car can knock hundreds of pounds off the
vehicle’s resale value. The difference
between selling quickly or having to drop
the price by a few hundred pounds could
be the fact that you have not smoked in it.
Even a thorough spring clean before
selling the car can do virtually nothing to
erase completely its smoking history.
Values of cars that have been smoked in
fall because of burnt carpets and
upholstery, smoke-stained roof linings,
and the all-pervasive smell. Almost half of
those at auction to buy cars said they
would not even consider buying a car that
had been owned by a smoker.

Dore Blues
A community police view.
Can I first wish you all a happy and safe
2006. Can I also thank the editor of Dore
to Dore for allowing my colleagues and I
this small space to pass on our thoughts. I
am still very much finding my feet in the
area but up to press its all going very well.
More about that later. I’ve no doubt that
many of you will have seen myself and the
“two Sara’s”, the Police Community
Support officers ( PCSO”S), who do a
stirling job in my absence, walking or
cycling about. We try to cover as much
ground as possible and get to as many
different places as we can.
From my point of view this article is a
bit like looking into a Crystal Ball. I have
to try and second-guess crime trends with
a view to hopefully Preventing and
Detecting Crime. Naturally as a Police
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officer my main remit is crime but I want
also to address some local issues that
cause me some concern.
As we enter the Spring I would like to
offer a few reminders to people about
various matters which if considered might
save them future headaches. From a Crime
Prevention point of view can I remind
people that after Christmas “Billy burglar”
knows full well that houses are well
stocked with brand new equipment. He
also knows that most people will not have
UV marked this equipment with their Post
code and house number (pens can be
obtained from me for free) He also knows
that without this info, stolen goods are
easy to sell on at car boots etc. Also as the
days lengthen the same ne”do well turns
his attention to garden ornaments and
sheds. He knows that stolen garden items
including hanging baskets are easily sold
off at car boots with no questions asked.
Can I also mention two of the most
stolen items we have at the moment. These
are Satellite Navigation Systems, in
particular portable ones, and Laptops.
PLEASE PLEASE if you own either of
the above would you remove it from your
vehicle overnight. Recently we had a spate
of 26 Crimes in one night ALL theft from
motor vehicles. All of these could have
been avoided. This also applies to
Students/landlords. Its amazing how much
Crime is committed against students who
move to pastures new in houses with poor
security i.e. door/window locks etc with
loads of brand new laptops/ mobile
phones/I-pods/Playstations etc, etc. These
students are easy pickings for seasoned
criminals.
If anyone has any concerns about Crime
Prevention matters as a Team we are more
than willing to offer any advice.
Comprehensive advice can also be found
at: www.crimereduction.gov.uk
I would also like at this point to mention
the recently circulated Dore and Totley
Community Survey. Which was sent out to
over 1500 households in the two areas and
asked in depth questions based around the
National Crime Survey. To date we have
had a high percentage of returns and initial
indications are that most people feel safe
both living and working in the area. Once
a full analysis has been completed a
representative cross section of the
community will be invited to a focus
group to address any issues raised and
help plan for future actions.
As you might be aware from my last
article the Policing team for Dore and
Totley consists of two Police officers and
two PCSO”S. Whilst each has its own
remit and responsibility for an area it is
thought that we should tackle both areas as
one. With that in mind we have tried to
tackle such local issues as graffiti and
youth disturbance. The PCSO”S whilst on
patrol make notes of Graffiti etc and
ensure that these are tackled by the
council. Whilst it might not be appreciated
that this can be a priority it should be born
in mind that once the fabric of a
neighbourhood starts to deteriorate its not
long before crime and disorder rises. This
leads me onto Youth Disturbance and the
impact this has on such a relatively quiet
neighbourhood as Dore. The team is

working in partnership with the Local
Churches and youth groups to ensure that
our local youth are not only catered for but
also controlled in their activities. This
work has included many visits to groups
and the local schools. Hopefully this work
should restore some of the peace to our
area.
Speaking of community involvement I
would just like to mention that on the first
Thursday of each month I hold a drop in
surgery at the Dore Village Old School
between 12noon and 1.30pm. Whilst I
don’t serve hot foods you will be given a
warm welcome. Please feel free to drop in
for a chat about any policing issue which
concerns you.
As you might have seen I like to patrol
my beat on a bike. I know this sounds very
Victorian but the bicycle actually allows

me to cover more area and get to places
where the trouble is. It’s also a great
talking point with kids. The problem I
have is that I don’t have my own bike
andam looking for sponsorship to help get
one. If anyone knows any businesses or
businessmen who would like to fund the
provision of Dore”s own Police Bike,
which can be have the sponsors logo on
please put them in touch.
Well I think that’s enough. Any of the
Dore/Totley Policing team can be
contacted on the following numbers below
0114
2963187
or
e
mail
david.spencer@southyorks.pnn.police.uk
Have a Safe next few months and don’t
forget I like plain chocolate on my
biscuits.
David Spencer Pc 2247
Dore Community Constable

Dore Needs You
Are you interested in what is happening
in Dore, about its history, planning, road
safety or the environment? Or are you
interested in organising things, helping out
with events, delivering Dore to Door?
The Dore Village Society cares about
our community, its history and future
development. There are lots of ways we
can improve things locally, but we need
your help.
Whether you would be interested in
considering joining our committee,
supporting one of our ongoing projects, or
just helping out at events occasionally,
please give us a ring on 236 9025. We will
be happy to explain just what help we
need and how we can use your time or
skills constructively.

Films For Any Occasion
By Jane Lavender
WEDDINGS

ANNIVERSERIES

EVENTS

PROMOTIONS

No matter whether the film’s big or small
I CAN DO IT ALL!
Right from the filming through to the editing and
designing to the finished product!
Unique films of Dore Village annual events now available
We b s i t e : w w w. f i l m s 4 a n y. c o . u k
E m a i l : j a n e @ f i l m s 4 a n y. c o . u k
Te l e p h o n e : 0 1 1 4 2 6 2 0 2 3 8
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continued from page 1 ....
Blacka Moor Crescent and Fairthorn in
addition to owning Marshall’s the grocery
shop, which used to be on Church Lane
opposite the Hare and Hounds. Three
generations of the Marshall family ran the
business until they stopped trading soon
after the Second World War. The shop was
well known for bacon, hams, pork pies
and general provisions. His grandparents
would often attend the British Dairy
Farmers’ Association exhibitions in
London, going back to around 1870, and
won prizes for their hams. Apparently,
Peter still has Great Grandfather
Marshall’s notebooks in which are
recorded his dealings in the pig trade. He
would travel all over Derbyshire,
including visits to Chatsworth in his pony
and trap procuring pigs. Peter recalls that
“It was reputed that, but we can’t vouch
for it, that my great grandfather, Thomas
Marshall, had the key to the big gates at
Chatsworth to save going right
round….and he always jealously guarded
that key and I presume it went back when
he passed on”
Peter recalls his grandfather’s story
about Dr Thorne, who was the only doctor
in the area at that time. He would come up
from Totley in his pony and trap. He
would always ask for “the fattest bacon
you’ve got Mr Marshall.”
One of his earliest memories of Dore,
going back more than 65 years, was as a
young child of 5, starting at Dore Village
School. “…usually collecting Rita Warnes
who lived in the Barker Row Cottages
below…and Barbara Fearnehough who
lived at the bottom cottage before you turn
up to the bus stop and hand in hand we
used to go to Dore School” In the summer,
they would often walk from Dore School
with the teacher, onto Short Lane and then
onto Blacka Moor. He makes the point
that it was known as Short Lane and not
Shorts Lane, but he says, “I wouldn’t
argue as to which was correct.”
Peter’s Aunt Barbara was born at
number 38 on the day in1897 that his
grandfather, Fred Marshall, collected the
new clocks for Dore Church, in a pony
and cart, from the Midland Station. Peter
laughs, “Aunt Barbara always said he
thought more about fetching the clocks
than the fact that she was being born”
Peter recalls with affection, Mr
Holmes’s fish and chip shop which used to
be where Dore garage is and that the place
was “always full of steam, you could
never even see the counter, but opposite
the fish and chip shop grandma Marshall
had a wooden hut where she sold pies and
peas.” This venture was, apparently, very
popular as only the best meat went into the
pies. Peter mentions that much of his
younger years were spent at the bake
house behind Marshall’s shop. He was
amused to recall that there are
photographs of bacon and hams “being on
display on a gas lamp outside the shop” a
fact that he feels would cause concern
today.
A particularly interesting childhood
memory of Peter’s is the story about the
Old Horse. It was a tradition that on New
Year’s Day the Old Horse would come to
Dore from Holmesfield. “This was a

Marshall’s Shop on Church Lane c 1933. From left to right: Thomas Marshall, Sara
Ann Marshall, Peter Bradley and Rita Warnes.
paper mâché type head of a horse, with a “small chest of drawers and it was
big white rings around the eyes, massive invariably full of tab ends. He was always
teeth and jingling bridles and things that going round picking them up…and then
they wear and there was someone making more or putting them in his pipe.”
underneath it working the jaws and it used
Another interesting character was Juddy
to clomp, clomp, clomp like a crocodile Brusher who used to live in a caravan on
nearly.” Peter laughs. “Well they used to the recreation ground. Apparently, he used
set off from Holmesfield, I gather, and of to work in people’s gardens and Hilda
course, they called at most of the pubs.” Warnes and her sister, Ada Cooke used to
The inevitable happened, as you would feed him and generally look after him.
expect and by the time they reached Dore Peter remembers particularly well that
“well they’d forgotten their lines.” It used when Juddy died someone in the village
to frighten all the local children when it paid for his funeral as he was a pauper and
turned round and Peter recalls that as that after his funeral they set fire to his
small boys they would run up Townhead caravan and, he recalls, “We as kids
Road frightened to death. Sadly, though, watched that all go up in flames.”
nobody seems to know what became of
Peter remembers, before 1939, going to
the horse’s head.
Dore Fair, which used to take place each
Peter remembers one or two of the old year on the land which is now part of
characters of Dore, including Frankie Abbeydale Sports Club. He and his friend,
Fisher who was Willy Arthur Frith’s Billy Cooke, who lived in the next yard,
cowman. The Friths farmed at Croft would set off down Dore fields to the Fair.
House. The land on which the Dore Grill Billy’s uncle and his son ran the dodgems,
was built used to contain the cowsheds. and his aunt and her daughter were on the
Frankie used to live in the cowshed and shove half penny. They had a gypsy
Peter and his friends would go and visit caravan, which Peter describes as “a
him there. It was always nice and warm in typical showman’s caravan.” Peter
the winter because of the cows and he had describes the route that the fairground
engines would take to get to the field,
“Now, if you come down Twentywell Lane
and stop at the bottom and look straight
across, there is a path or small road and to
the right of it is a cutting, very much
overgrown…and that was the route the
fairground steam engines often used to
take..through this narrow cutting.”
He and Billy would often go a day or
two before the fair to watch the engines
bringing the trailers.
After Dore School, about 1942, Peter
went on to Henry Fanshawe School at
Dronfield. He would walk down Dore
Road to the station and there they would
catch the train to Dronfield. He recalls that
the trains would often come from Edale
and then go onto Dronfield from Dore
Station.He has fond memories of the
school but has no regrets that he left at the
age of sixteen to begin his first job at the
Midland Bank. He did not particularly like
Peter Bradley outside his home on
this job, however, and decided to join a
Townhead Road.
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refrigeration firm as an apprentice. He
served his five year apprenticeship, which
included attending night school at Salmon
Pastures and in 1954, when the business
went into voluntary liquidation, he and
Harold Lomas went into partnership and
built up their own refrigeration business.
Peter’s son Philip also works in the firm
and Peter continues to go down every
morning. He chuckles “I say morning
because I finish about lunchtime…or as
long as it takes to be a nuisance”
About the same time that Peter started at
Henry Fanshawe School he became
acquainted with the Swift family who
were at Moorside Farm at the bottom of
Long Line. Peter describes this time as
“great days” They were good friends and
he used to help out on the farm, in fact, he
says that he probably spent as much time
there as he did at school. Peter recalls the
change over from horse power to tractors
on the farm. “We didn’t realise at the time
quite what an effect it would have, but we
got the saws out and we chopped the
shafts off, we put on a draw bar as they
call it and coupled it up to the tractor.
Carts, ploughs, everything had to be
altered.” There were no combines at the
farm then and they had to do the thrashing
in the stack yard. “a Mr Tommy Morgan
used to bring his thrashing set from
Barlow and call at the farm, so I always
remember them coming up from Ryecroft
up the steep hill out of there, because
they’d tow the big thrasher, probably a
tanker with water on,…and this steam
engine used to pull up apparently without
any trouble.” Tommy and his assistant
would leave Barlow about half past four in
the morning to cycle up to Dore in order to
get the machine stoked and ready for
operation at seven o’clock.
About 10 years ago, after an absence of
46 years Peter moved back to Lavender
Cottage, where he was born and raised. He
recalls that the kitchen of the cottage had a
wall that was four foot thick and that it
used to be a file maker’s shop. There were,
apparently, quite a lot of small industries
in Dore at one time, including brick
making near the Dore Moor Inn, button
and comb making and Johnny Stones the
blacksmith. Peter recalls, “All the cart
horses were brought from all the farms
round the village and you could smell the
burning of the hooves.” Peter also
mentions that the windows upstairs are
quite low because of the slope of the
eaves. He chuckles “...We were brought up
in the days where you were sent upstairs if
you were naughty and that was regularly.
But my father had forgot that I was pretty
tall even at about fourteen and seeing as
the sills were pretty low, I could lower
myself down out of the bedroom and I was
gone.”
Peter’s main hobby is collecting
tractors and he bought his first one while
he was living at the top of Long Line. He
goes to shows around the country,
including Castle Howard and Harewood
House. He has also been to Silverstone,
where on one occasion he was able to take
his tractor onto the track. He laughs, “I
think we’d about fifty Porsches in front of
me on the starting grid….once they’d done
one lap....I’d just gone the length of the

pits, so I thought I’d better retreat into the
paddock and call it a day.”
In answer to the question “So you had a
very happy childhood?” Peter says “Oh, I
wouldn’t have changed it for anything. As
I say, living in Dore, none of the hassle
that we have today of course, with the
traffic, there just wasn’t any.” Oh that we
could say the same today!
Tricia Pitchfork
Dore Oral History Group

Victorian Garden
The Victorian Garden in the 21st
Century is the title of the talk that Mary
Bagley, the newly appointed Director of
Parks and Countryside in Sheffield, will
be giving at the AGM of Friends of
Whinfell Quarry Garden. There could not
be a more relevant topic, as that is the
problem involved in restoring the magic to
the Garden. It cannot be restored to its
original form, some of the specimens, like
the Redwood Trees are maturing whilst
others need replacing and some of the
prized specimens of the Victorians, like
the Japanese Knotweed, are now seen as
over-intrusive weeds. The Council does
not have the six full time gardeners that
Sam Doncaster had so modern plans will
have to be less labour intensive.
The meeting will be held at 48 Whinfell
Court, (The Activities Centre) on
Wednesday 5th April at 7.30pm. Everyone
is welcome and light refreshments will be
provided.. Donations welcome.
Kathleen Cox
Chairman
Friends of Whinfell Quarry Garden
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My friend Miss Flint
When Tom Lambert, botanist and TV
gardening personality, receives a
telephone call one morning from the
Inland Revenue enquiring about his public
relations consultant, a Miss Joanna Flint,
he can honestly say he has never heard of
her.
By lunchtime, however, he knows all
about Miss Flint and rather wishes he
didn’t! The plot thickens (as well as the
puns) as this light hearted comedy
blossoms into an evening with more twists
and turns than a honeysuckle, or vine
weed. And Miss Flint is certainly a honey.
The plot, sown by writers Donald
Churchill and Peter Yeldham is cultivated
and grown by Linda Williamson to delight
you on a Spring evening. My Friend Miss
Flint will be performed by the Dramatic
Society Dore & Totley United Reformed
Church on Totley Brook Road from
Wednesday 22nd March to Saturday 25th
at 7.30pm. Tickets available from
members of the Society, or the Ticket
Secretary, Margaret Spivey on 0114 245
4166.

Players wanted
Totley Brook Badminton Club, who
play on Tuesday evenings in St. John’s
church Hall Abbeydale Road South,
would welcome a few new members.
We are strictly a social playing club, and
welcome members from 18 to 80+.
Subscription only £20 to cover from
January to Easter. Enquires to John tel:
235 1129 or Derek tel: 236 2597.

SW Area Sitting Service
“My name is Alice but you can call me
Mrs Smith!” were the first words to greet
me. I looked at the lady in bed resplendent
in fluffy pink bed jacket, floral nightgown
and red fur hat! After our initial
introduction I spent a very pleasant couple
of hours learning all about Mrs Smith’s
upbringing in Barbados and her huge
extended family spread throughout
England and the Caribbean. When she
became tired of talking she fell asleep and
I reflected on the things she had told me
and how different her life had been in the
Caribbean.
Since starting as a volunteer with the
South West Area Sitting Service in 1998, I
have learnt so much about the diversity in
the lives of our clients. One man lived at
Norton and walked to Ecclesall, on many
occasions when there wasn’t a bus, to get
to his employment in a baker’s shop.
Another lady kept me entertained with
stories of her life as a very young
housemaid “below stairs” whilst another
gentleman told me of his life “above
stairs” as the younger son of a steel mill
owner. How different their lives were then
and how similar they had become in that
they were frail, elderly and dependent on
their families for care.
The South West Area Sitting Service
was set up in 1987 as a direct response
from carers. Social Workers had been
trying to arrange a support group for
carers and were disappointed at the
apparent lack of interest knowing how
many carers there were in their target area.
It became clear that interest had been
generated but carers were unable to attend
because there was no one available to take
over the caring role for an hour or two.
The Sitting Service was born!
Initially there was one paid worker and
a couple of volunteers who would go and
sit with the elderly person to allow their
carer to go out for a couple of hours. From
those humble beginnings the service has
grown to two part-time paid workers,
almost 30 volunteers and a register of 85
carers. Some of the carers have a regular
weekly sitter with others using the service
intermittently.
With an increasing ageing population,
services such as these are always stretched
to the limit. More and more people are
being cared for in their own homes or that
of a relative, putting enormous pressure on
their families. The Sitting Service has
become an invaluable lifeline to these
families. However, carers needing the
service are never in short supply whereas
the recruitment of volunteers is an
ongoing task with there never being quite
enough volunteers at any one time.
Think how your life would be changed
if you had to be at home with someone
who couldn’t be left, for whatever reason
be it illness or frailty, for even an hour.
Some of the carers go out shopping, for
hospital appointments, to the hairdresser’s
or to meet friends for coffee. Others take
the opportunity to potter in the garden or
have a couple of hour’s undisturbed sleep.
Simple things which most of us take for
granted but impossible for others. We try
to respond to need as quickly as possible

and to avoid having a waiting list but to do
this we need more volunteers. If you feel
that sitting with someone for an hour or
two, now and then, is something you
would enjoy, please contact Joan or
Estelle on 0114 223 0234 for more
information.
Joan Duxbury Co-ordinator

The Time of Our Lives booklet

Getting into print
The Dore Oral History Group is pleased
to announce the arrival of its first printed
collection of memories, "The Time of Our
Lives – Dore at War". The booklet was
conceived during the year 2005, the 60th
Anniversary of the end of World War 2.
We wanted our contributors to share in
each other's recollections and to have the
pleasure of seeing themselves in print.
The publication, which draws together
wartime reminiscences from many Dore
villagers, is a fitting tribute to those who
came through that momentous time in
their lives. It is also offered in sincere
remembrance of those who did not survive
the years of conflict but whose stories live
on. You will find it a fascinating read.
Copies of "The Time of Our Lives –
Dore at War" are available for £2 each
from Maureen Cope Tel.235 0392 or
Barbara Jackson Tel.236 0332.

VIP treat
High-fliers with a taste for something
special can snap up a day out with a
difference thanks to the Walnut Club.
Helicopter and hot air balloon flights are
among six activities on offer as part of a
series of exclusive VIP packages launched
by the Hathersage bar and restaurant.
Other options include an overnight stay at
Ladybower Lodge, a dinner and evening
at Sheffield City Hag and a one-to-one
cooking lesson with the club’s head chef
Nick Wilson, the Michelin-rated former
number two to celebrity chef Jean
Christopher Novelli.
For details visit the walnutclub website
at
www.thewalnutclub.com or call
(01433) 651155.
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Gilbert & Sullivan Society
Dore Gilbert & Sullivan Society has had
an extremely full and enjoyable 2005. The
main events, of course, included the
annual show at the University Drama
Studio in April, which was The
Gondoliers. This was the first under our
new musical director, Paul White, who
lifted us to heights we could only have
dreamed of a few years ago.
The summer concerts in July and the
concert in Dronfield were viragos of
anything but G & S but none the less
extremely enjoyable if the feedback we
received was anything to go by. The
crowning glory was the concert we gave in
the newly restored theatre of Chatsworth
House in October.
We were the first group ever to perform
a public concert in the theatre. We raised
in excess of £2,200 thanks to the help
which Waitrose and the John Lewis
Partnership provided as major sponsors.
This sum will be split between St. Luke’s
and The Helen’s Trust.
Next year the Society will benefit from
a new Director, Gerry Kersey (currently
on Radio Sheffield). We are extremely
pleased that he has agreed to help us put
on The Yeoman of the Guard which we
will present at the University Drama
Studio on Glossop Road from April 25th
to April 29th including a matinee on the
29th.
Tickets are available now from Rita
Drew, 5 Rainbow Crescent, Sheffield S12
4AZ, telephone 0114 248 7766 at £8.50
each or concessions at £7.50 each.
Do not delay. This is likely to be a
popular show as it is the nearest that G &
S came to writing grand opera. Although it
still has many comic touches there is
pathos and tragedy as well. We are well
into music rehearsals and it is sounding
fantastic. The Society is lucky enough to
have some excellent principals who have
both plenty of musical and acting abilities.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Derek Habberjam

National Trust events
Are you a member of the National Trust
(N.T.)? If not you can join and enjoy the
benefits of freely visiting a huge number
of historic buildings, countryside and
coastline owned by the N.T. A few local
examples: Hardwick Hall, Mr Straw’s
House, Nostell Priory, Kedleston Hall,
besides the countryside at Longshaw and
parts of the Peak Park, which the N.T.
works to preserve and protect.’
If you are already a member, you can
also take a part in helping this work by
joining like-minded members in the N.T.
Sheffield Centre. Our activities include a
series of talks about a whole range of
subjects, a number of day outings to
places of cultural interest and two short
breaks to areas not easily visited in a day
.... and you can read all about our
programme
in
our
twice-yearly
Newsletter.
If you are interested in joining please
contact: Ralph Solomon, 18 Cardoness
Road, Sheffield S10 5RU (Tel.: 230 5266)

R.A.Electrical

LTP PROPERTY SERVICES

Sheffield S7 2QP

→ Electrical Installation and Repairs to IEE 16th
Edition and BS7671

84 Abbeydale Road South

Tel: 0114 255 6112

→ Plumbing Installations and Repairs
→ Interior and Exterior Property Maintenance
and Alterations

Domestic Rewiring
Specialists

Office:
Peter Knight:
Email:

Reg. No. D100282

(answerphone and fax) 0114

236 8943

07773 091 260
peter.knight27@tesco.net

SIMON
BOWN
BUILDING & PROPERTY SERVICES

BATHROOM SPECIALISTS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Brian Hill & Son

Design & Planning
All Makes Of Suits & Showers Supplied
Plumbing & Electrical Works
Ceramic Wall & Floor Tiling
Constructing En-Suite Shower Rooms etc
Latest High Specification Equipment In Showers,
12 Volt Lighting & Under Floor Tile Heating etc
Whether just changing the shower or installing
The latest or traditional equipment

Builders, Joiners, Decorators
Established 1970

For further information & advice contact:
Simon Bown; 32 Birchitt Road Bradway

Replacement Doors and Windows
uPVC and Wood
Single and Double Glazing
Roofing and Pointing
Furniture Repairs

Phone

236 6308 Anytime

Established 14 Years

6 Wingfield Close, Dronfield, Woodhouse S18 8RL
Tel: (01246) 410601 Mobile: 07860 210156

SERVICE LTD.
AERIALS & SATELLITES
All Areas Covered
fast - Proficient - Professional
Digital freeview Aerials
Multi point - Sky Relocation
D.A.B. Aerials
Meter Alignment - Tuning Service
NO CALL OUT CHARGE * NOT VAT REGISTERED

OFFICE & EVENINGS 9am - 9pm 0114 258 5181
Immediate attention
621 Chesterfield Road, Sheffield S8 0RX
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Planning Matters
“Fairthorn” Townhead Road: In the
last issue of Door to Dore it was reported
that a planning application had been made
to redevelop the “Fairthorn” property, now
that the Home Farm Trust have put the site
up for sale. The whole of the site is in
Green Belt and, whereas there is an
existing use established as a residential
home, the prospect of other uses or
development in any way remote from the
present use would be unlikely. The
application by Methodist homes for the
redevelopment of the site with 31 flats for
elderly people was reasonably close to the
recognised use, particularly as the
proposal was to demolish the existing
building and provide a new building on
the same footprint and no higher than the
present structure.
The proposed development is sensitive
to the situation in the Green Belt and there
are proposals for a major landscaping and
tree planting scheme. The application has
recently been approved by the Council.
Dore Village Society asked that there be
conditions that the building is faced in
natural stone and not rendering, and that
occupation be restricted to persons over
60. We are pleased to report that those
conditions have been incorporated in the
approval.
“Farfields” Townhead Road: Again
things have happened since this
application and refusal was reported last
time. You may recall that there was a
proposal to build two houses on the land,
fronting Blackamoor Road. This
application was refused. The applicant has
now gone to appeal. The Society is
supporting the Council’s case for refusal.
King Ecgberts’ Mercia Site Furniss
Avenue: It is some years now since the
Council decided to sell this site, after
development of the new school on the
Wessex site. A planning application has
just been made by Westbury Homes, the
developers of “Long Acre” at Newfield

Lane, for development of the school site
with 89 houses. This is a major application
which will have considerable impact on
the village, in respect of traffic, and
pressure on resources such as schools,
doctors and dentists surgeries. The
development must be carefully scrutinised
at all stages.
The Society has some objections to the
proposals mainly relating to the layout of
the estate. One major item of concern is
that there is no provision for parking for
those people using the sports ground. At
the present time 30-50 cars come to the
site at week-ends. As it stands there will
be parking all over the roads. We are also
concerned about the arrangements for
footpaths through the estate. If you would
like to see the plans they are available to
view at Howden House, 1 Union Street,
Sheffield list no. 05104521/FUL.
Blue Ridge: The development at Blue
Ridge is now in progress with houses and
flats. The developer has now applied for a
change of plan for one of the plots close to
the boundary. The proposed house is much
larger, being three stories in height, and
the Society considers that this is
inappropriate, in that it backs onto and is
very close to bungalows in Burlington
Glen. It would be most unsatisfactory if
this proposal was approved.
41 Newfield Crescent: Some time ago
there were applications to build houses in
the back garden of this property. There is
now a new application to knock the
existing house down and build two new
houses, one on the site of the original, and
the second down the garden. This latter
property will look straight into the back of
the adjoining house and the Society
objects to this proposal. Such tandem
development, which is all too common, is
most unfortunate and inconsiderate of
adjoining owners.
Moorside Farm, Long Line: You may
recall that the owners of Moorside Farm,
close to the bottom of Long Line, obtained
planning consent to convert the farm into
a number of separate dwellings. There is
now an application to extend off the
property even further with five stables, a
tack room and a barn. As most of this
accommodation was present in the first
place, before conversion into housing, this
is a further inappropriate extension into
the vulnerable Green Belt on the north
side of the village.
Stop Press. The latest planning
applications include a new bungalow on
Whitelow Lane, the steeply sloping field
looking towards Blacka Moor, by the
entrance to Fairthorn. This is well into the
Green Belt, as as such is an outragious
application which the Society is strongly
objecting to.
David Heslop

Botanical Garden tours
Tours, led by members of the Friends of
the Botanical Gardens (FOBS), are
available to the general public on the 3rd
Sunday of each month from March to
October. Meet at Clarkehouse Road
Entrance, 2.30 pm. The tours last about 90
minutes and cost £3 per person.
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Online planning
The public can now check online a
massive amount of information about
planning applications, amendments and
decisions. Maps identify properties and
allow the monitoring of applications
affecting nearby properties. Applications
and comments can also be made online.
The new service is offered through the
Sheffield city council’s own website at
www.sheffield.gov.uk with a quick link to
planning and city development. Anyone
without interact access at home can use
systems at council libraries.

Lost gardens of Dore
More and more of Britain’s front
gardens are disappearing at an alarming
rate, being paved or covered in concrete.
Few councils monitor or measure the level
of hard landscaping work being carried
out, largely because it is classified as
‘permitted development’ and planning
permission is only required in
conservation areas.
The most common reasons for this trend
are the creation of off road parking (car
ownership has grown dramatically) or a
wish to reduce garden maintenance to a
minimum. Often the attempt to provide
extra space for cars by hard surfacing is
negated, when perhaps two parking spaces
on the road are lost because of a new
dropped kerb.
The most obvious impact of changing a
planted front garden into a hard-surfaced
area is a visual one. Gardens compliment
and soften the aspect of a house and the
street as a whole. Then inevitably, with the
loss of plants, local biodiversity is
reduced, while another damaging effect on
the environment is the
increased
rainwater run-off and accompanying risk
of flooding. Replacing vegetation with
hard materials also contributes to higher
temperatures in urban areas and reduces
the amount of air pollution absorbed by
plants.
If this was countryside or parks being
lost, there would be a huge outcry. In fact
many environmentalists believe a shakeup of the country’s planning laws is
required to stop the loss of traditional front
gardens.
But none of this is necessary. It is
perfectly possible to design off street
parking areas with imagination, flair and
permeable materials. Selective planting
can help soften the impact and allow the
best of both worlds. The Environment
Agency has produced a guide for
homeowners encouraging them to use
permeable materials. No doubt local
landscape gardeners are also able to offer
plenty of practical ideas. It is certainly
worth the investment, as there is clear
evidence from house values that, although
off road parking carries a premium, when
it is done with some imagination, the
houses are more attractive to buyers.
John Baker
Keep up to date at -

www.dorevillage.co.uk

Transport 17
I hope it is not too late to wish you all a
happy 2006.
Sadly, for many people, it started with
illness or even a stay in hospital. We send
our best wishes to you all and hope that
you feel fit and healthy soon. We have
missed seeing some of our passengers and
a few have gone to the great lunch club in
the sky.
Wendy Trotter has been an escort on the
buses for 14 years. When I first started
with T17, I worked with Jim, her husband,
many times when he drove for us. Wendy
has decided it is time to retire. She will
help us out in an emergency. They are both
on the Management Committee. It is a
pleasure to know them both. I am sure our

passengers would like to join us in
thanking them very much for all their hard
work.
Everyone who works for Transport 17 is
very committed. Sometimes though, due
to other commitments, we can be short of
staff. This can lead to clubs being
cancelled - our last resort. CAN YOU
HELP? How about starting 2006 by
helping us out. Ring 236 2962 if you can
help. Or call in at our office at 172 Baslow
Road. I am sure you would enjoy it.
May I ask for our passengers to let us
know if they can’t come to their club. It is
especially important for them to let their
club organisers know if they can’t go to
their lunch clubs.
Keep safe. Best wishes.
Margaret Barlow

Well no it is true, after a two
year development period we
have proved that using an
“Expert in Your Garden”
actually in your garden, has
been of great benefit to our
existing customers.

Years of knowledge
Using years of experience and
knowledge our “Expert in
Your Garden” can instantly
see the problems you may
have and offer simple and easy
to follow solutions for you to
use. Plus a follow up call from
your will always be welcome
so that you never feel lost.

Invaluable report
After every visit a comprehensive, invaluable report is
sent to you, detailing the
simple actions that we
recommend to improve your

Landscaping & Maintenance
Established 20 years
Fully insured
GARDEN RESTORATION & MAINTENANCE
Free plant food for all your garden with all new
Garden maintenance contracts

garden, solve your problems
and save you money by
avoiding expensive mistakes.

Unit C4
Sheaf Bank Business Park
Prospect Road
Heeley
Sheffiel;d S2 3EN

Plant guarantee
Our hardy garden plants all
carry a one year guarantee it’s our promise of success.

Tel/Fax: 0114 255 4689
Mobile: 07831 802539

Call now
Call us or call in and find out
how you will benefit from a
visit from the“Expert in Your
Garden”

Andrew Haigh Decorator
Professional interior, exterior, decorating and
wallpaper hanging. Also, coving application, rag
rolling, French polishing and many, many more
decorating tasks undertaken.

ABBEYDALE ROAD SOUTH
DORE, SHEFFIELD
S17 3AB

Clean tidy and completely professional

For free competitive quote call now on

Dyche Lane, Coal Aston
Tel: 0114 236 9091
www.garden-glorious.co.uk

(0114) 272 6064 or 0797 452 9901

Horizon Electrical

mature jobbing tradesman, experienced in
the following and only interested in giving service
and quality, not speed.
Brick Paving
Property Repairs
Boundary Walls
Alterations
Fencing
Pointing

Dore Moor inn has a new management
team in the shape of Simon and Rachel
Smith who took over at the end of
November. They both have strong local
links and Rachel’s parents were landlords
at the Hare & Hounds some 20 years ago.
Council works to allow a drainage pipe
from the new development at Blue Ridge
have partially cleared an area of the verge
which their own city ecologist said was
worthy of preservation for the richness of
its ecology.
The Sheffield half marathon celebrates
its silver anniversary this year on Sunday
May 14. Entry forms are available from
230 8429 or by visiting their website at
www.sheffieldmarathon.com

TRISTAN SWAIN

“How to be sure your garden
improves....
....and solve problems
and avoid expensive mistakes”
To good to be true?

News in brief

Faults, Rewires, Sockets, Lights,
Cooker Points, Electrical Showers,
Phone Points, Security Lights

Laminate Flooring
Carpenter
Joinery
Kitchen Units
Tiler
Patio’s

No job too small
Fully qualified with friendly advice

Ring Totley 236 4364 or
mobile 0776 5036849

For free quotes and personal service phone Howard
on 235 0358 or mobile on 07958 625207
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Countryside Matters
Volunteering with
Friends of the Peak District
Out in all weathers building dry-stone
walls, staffing stalls at numerous summer
shows or assessing the impact on the
countryside of local planning applications,
Friends of the Peak District volunteers
turn their hands to all manner of varied
and vital tasks. Each minute they
contribute of their valuable free time, goes
a long way to support the work of the
Friends to safeguard the finest landscapes
of the national park, for everyone to enjoy.
One of the highlights of the year is the
Peak Park Picture of the Year
Competition. Judged by professional
photographers who volunteer their time
and expertise, the contest is organised and
run by volunteers culminating in a touring
exhibition, awards night ceremony and the
production of Christmas and greetings
cards. Everyone had a great time at last
year’s Awards, held at a “pie and pea”
supper, celebrating National Parks Week,
where even the beer was locally produced!
Just a few weeks later volunteers were
gathered round a large table with the tea
and coffee flowing as they undertook one
of the year’s most monotonous tasks –
Christmas card packing! But you should
have heard the chatter going on. The first
print run was sold out within a month, so
then we went through it all again to meet
the festive rush.
September, the weather was bright but
cool and windy. There were five of us
volunteers standing in the shelter of a dry
stone wall, that would had been there
when our grandfathers grandfathers were
too young to appreciate the landscape
before us. The plans for proposed building
extensions and access roads flapped in the
as we stared into the glare of the afternoon
sunshine, towards trees that could soon
disappear. We visualised the proposed new
line of a steel and concrete boundary wall
then, following further research and

discussion, our volunteer team made
recommendations to the Planning
Authority to consider the use of alternative
materials to retain more of the location’s
natural character.
Friends’ volunteers carry out significant
tasks that really help to protect the
countryside we love. We have fun,
working at our own pace and fitting
volunteering around our jobs, family life
and other interests. Some volunteers stay a
few months, some many years. We get
satisfaction from using our skills and
knowledge, or simply from lending a hand
when many hands are needed. Some
volunteers are in the early stages of
developing their careers; others are
content to have retired from the traditional
working week.
“I found the work stimulating and
rewarding … enabled me to see some
beautiful parts of the countryside.” - Tom
Kistell
“Had such a lovely time with you over
the summer and really appreciate all the
ways in which you supported Me.” – Julia
Makin
“… An excellent opportunity to combine
my professional expertise and my interest”
– Graham Woods
Could you put something positive
back into the countryside?
Please get involved by emailing
Volunteer Co-ordinator Colin Lavender at
Colin@cprepeakandsyorks.org.uk
or
phone 0114 266 5822 to arrange an
informal chat at the Friends office in
Endcliffe Crescent, Broomhill.

Nation’s favourite
The humble hedgehog has been voted
the nation’s favourite garden creature in a
survey carried out
by the Royal Horticultural Society and
The Wildlife Trusts. The survey, part of
the Wild About Gardens project, also
placed the robin, frog, blackbird and
ladybird in the top ten. Almost all
respondents believed that gardeners
should do more to support wildlife and
that gardeners can come to the rescue of
species in decline.

400th anniversary
This year is the 400th anniversary of the
Union Jack flag.
King James VI of Scotland ascended to
the English throne and became James 1 of
England in 1603. At that time the flags of
England and Scotland on land were,
respectively, the red St George’s Cross
and the white St Andrew’s Cross.
But because of confusion as to what flag
would be appropriate at sea, it was
proclaimed on April 12, 1606, that: “All
our subjects in this our isle and kingdom
of Great Britain and the members thereof,
shall bear in their main top the red cross
commonly called St George’s Cross and
the white cross commonly called St
Andrew’s Cross joined together according
to a form made by our heralds and sent to
our Admiral to be published to our said
subjects.”
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Blacka Moor petition
In the autumn Friends of Blacka Moor
organised a petition calling for the council
and the Charity Commission not to go
ahead with plans to change Blacka Moor's
charitable status as a public pleasure
ground, and not to go ahead with plans to
fence and graze with cattle.
The petition was presented to the
council with 761 signatures, well over
90% of them collected on Blacka itself
without any canvassing. Nevertheless this
overwhelming display of feeling by the
regular walkers and other users of Blacka
seems set to be ignored.
We have had meetings with Councillor
Harry Harpham Sheffield's Cabinet
Member for Streetscene and Green Spaces
who discounted the petition as something
of no significance.
The Charity Commission had originally
declared that leasing Blacka to a wildlife
trust was totally irregular and could not go
ahead because of the terms of Alderman
Graves' Covenant.
Predictably they caved in under pressure
from the council and have written a new
clause in the governing document. Friends
of Blacka Moor and others are still
objecting to this.
The immediate practical effect of this
seems to be that we are to have cattle and
barbed wire on Blacka from April for the
foreseeable future with more fencing to be
erected very soon.
Short of obtaining funds to challenge in
the High Court the best tactics for those
who are concerned is to write to
Councillor Harpham and others on the
council. A website for information can be
accessed at www.blackamoor.info
Neil Fitzmaurice

Back to her roots
One
of
Sheffield’s
best-know
fundraisers has gone back to her roots in
her new role at one of the city’s best-loved
charities.
Bridget Evans, a keen fruit and
vegetable gardener, is the new Chief
Executive at Whirlow Hall Farm Trust.
She takes over from David Heugh who
was with the charity for five years. Bridget
was previously director of the Weston
Park Hospital cancer appeal. During her
leadership the income of the charity
trebled to over £1.5m. She is also
currently a school governor at Yewlands
City Technology College, Grenoside.
Bridget has a passion for the
countryside and enjoys walking,
gardening and cooking for family and
friends using her home-grown produce.
She grew up on a farm, her brother still
farms and she has a really keen interest in
farming and the countryside.
More than 10,000 children a year visit
the farm at Whirlow on the outskirts of
Sheffield.
The
classroom-in-thecountryside charity raises money to
improve and renovate buildings and
enhance the education of young people,
many of whom are from the inner city or
have special needs.
Whirlow Hall Farm Trust Tel: 235 2678

Keeping In Touch
Or “why is world war 1 and jelly babies
connected”
More and more people are keeping in
touch with Dore activities via the web site.
In addition to carrying the latest list of
village diary events, we are now achieving
a regular stream of news items including
pictures provided by Dore residents.
Visitors to the web site are provided
with news headlines on the welcome page.
From a recent survey, 25% of visitors
study the news in detail. The most popular
other pages are those covering
forthcoming events, village history and
the archived information available via the
web site, plus links to local organisations
and businesses.
Our January survey showed that whilst

most of our web site visitors are
connecting from the UK, including
schools, universities and council offices,
around 20% are from the USA, Poland
Sweden and Australia.
Some visitors are spending up to 40
minutes at a time browsing through the
pages, having located us by searching for
“Dore Village”, “Dore businesses”, “Dore
history”, “Dore Village Society”.
Perhaps the most bizarre contact this
month appears to have come in response
to the search question “why is world war 1
and jelly babies connected” via the
infamous Wikipedia site.
More typically we know that many Dore
residents present and past are now using
our web site to keep themselves and others
in touch with Dore Village. Spread the
word for www.dorevillage.co.uk
Colin Lavender

PC Training
at home or work

Standby buttons on televisions and other
gadgets could be regulated to cut their
consumption of electricity under plans
being considered by the Government’s
energy review. Electronic manufacturers
could be required to comply with new
standards that set maximum energy use
levels when appliances are in “sleep”
mode.
More than £740 million worth of energy
is wasted annually by British homes,
much of it from televisions that are
switched off with a remote control and left
on standby.
Domestic wasted energy adds more than
four million extra tonnes of carbon
dioxide to Britain’s, annual greenhouse
gas emissions.

First Steps
∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂
Nursery School ∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂

IN PLAIN ENGLISH
•
•
•
•

Standby turnoff

Dore Old School, Savage Lane, Dore S17 3GW

Basic PC Usage
Windows and Office Software
Internet and E-mail
Problem solving

Registered provider of nursery education for 3 and 4 year-olds
Links with schools in both the maintsained and private sectors
Transition arrangements with Dore Infant School
Excellent OFSTED report

Help is at hand Call Andy Hogg on 07785 536261 or
e-mail - enquiries@thewholehogg.net

“There is an excellent range of resources to ssupport all areas
of learning...”
“...the staff are able to motivate the children to achieve high
standards in their learning, particularly in language and literacy
and mathematics.”
“the staff are very sensitive to individual children’s needs and the
high staffing level enables them spend time working with each
child at a level appropriate to their needs.”
“there are clear policies to identify and assess children with
special educational needs and the staff offer excellent support
to these children.”
“...excellent opportunities to explore sound and music,
participate in imginitive play and experience a variety of media
and techniques for drawing, painting, collage work and modelmaking.”
“Excellent experiences are included to encourage the children
to use their senses and feelings to respond to a range of
stimuli.”
“..a stimulating learning environment..”
(from OfSTED instpection report, December 1999)
Monday to friday 8.30 am TO 4.30 pm

Visit us at www.thewholehogg.net for
further information and details of our full
range of Professional Services.
“The Whole Hogg - meeting, and
exceeding, your expectations.”

Curtain & Roman Blind
design and making service
Personal service from a friendly family-run
business established over 12 years
Wide range of fabrics: both contemporary and
traditional. Large portfolio of completed jobs to view
Track and pole supply and fitting service

for more information and to arrange a visit, please telephone

0114 2353801

for fREE home visit & advice, call Carron at C by C

0114 236 9585 Mobile 07963 630233

Help is at hand for local business
Providing IT help to improve your business efficiency.
Managing projects, systems review and advice,
assistance with implementation and training.
Contact Colin Lavender to arrange a free
review discussion.

• Efficient and Reliable • No Job to Small
• Pat tests and Rewires • All work Fully
Guaranteed
Hope Valley

01433 651134

IT Help 4 Business
Dore, Sheffield

Mobile

www.ITHelp4Business.co.uk

07766 557691

Tel: 0114 2620720
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Mrs Eaton’s Sweet Shop
Mrs Eaton’s sweet shop used to stand in
front of Dore & Totley Station, where the
entrance to the flats now is. The wooden
hut must have been cold in the winter.
Does anyone remember it?

Looking towards Dore & Totley Station
with the sweet shop in the foreground.

Annual Art Exhibition
Christmas has been and gone, the cards
and trimmings are down, the ‘lights’ put
away in the loft along with all the
decorations for the tree, (why is there
always one thing left behind the curtains
after it is all packed away for another year
and the step ladder put away in the
garage?)
How dull and bare everything looks in
the days after the 12th night, without the
glitz and glow of Christmas and how nice
it was to see so many people had put fairy
lights on trees and bushes in their gardens
as well as in the windows of their houses
to brighten up the damp and gloom of the
shortest days of the year.
After the lovely sunsets and skies of the
cold and frosty days over the run up to
Christmas it’s nice to turn our thoughts to
the season to come. Did I see a thistle
thrush among ‘our’ birds in the garden this

We don’t get winters like this anymore! A view of the back of the sweet shop from
the station forecourt. Both pictures provided by Eric Wilson.
week? Even the blackbirds are happy to
share the food I put out to eke out the
remains of the winter berries before
turning their activities to what is around
the corner.
SPRING .. The very word has a zest to
it ... It brings me to thoughts of our very
own show to rid us of the winter gloom.
Our Exhibition, put on each year by the
Dore Art Group, will be held in the Old
School in Dore village on Friday 7th and
Saturday 8th April.
It’s the week before Easter this year and
as always we look forward to meeting old
and new friends who we hope will come,
view and perhaps purchase a picture, have
a cup of tea or coffee and a chat.
After wondering last year if anyone,
would come to the exhibition - the Pope’s
funeral was on the Friday, followed by the
Royal Wedding of Prince Charles to his
bride on the Saturday, but bless you, you
did us proud and came in record numbers
to see the show.

PArk VeteriNAry HOSPitAl
A member of
tHe BritiSH VeteriNAry HOSPitAlS
ASSOCiAtiON

J S Jackson & Sons
of Dore
Plumbers
Central Heating Engineers
Gas • Oil • Solid Fuel
British Coal Heating Engineers
Corgi Licensed Gas Installers

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ESTIMATES FREE

(0114) 258 8928
After Hours & Enquiry Service
Repairs, large and small, receive prompt attention

• Glazing • Wall Tiling
• Bathrooms • Showers •

OPeN 8.00AM - 7.00PM MON-Fri, 8.00AM-4.00PM SAt
APPOiNtMeNt SySteM
24 HOUr eMerGeNCy SerViCe AND PAtieNt CAre
eXteNSiVe SUrGiCAl, MeDiCAl, CArDiOlOGy AND
DiAGNOStiC iMAGiNG FACilitieS
tHree SePerAte WArD SySteMS WitH iNteNSiVe
CAre AND iSOlAtiON FACilitieS
iN-HOUSe lABOrAtOry
eASy PArkiNG
HOMe ViSitS
FrieNDly ADViCe AlWAyS AVAilABle
HOMeOPAtHy AND ACUPUNCtUre tHerAPy
AVAilABle By ArrANGeMeNt
FACilitieS FOr tHe DiAGNOSiS AND treAtMeNt OF
eQUiNeS At tHe PreMiSeS Or By AtteNDANCe At
StABle Or yArD
FOr APPOiNtMeNtS Or eMeGeNCieS

PleASe riNG 0114 236 3391
24 ABBeyDAle rOAD SOUtH, SHeFFielD S7 2QN

(OPPOSite MAiN CAr PArk eNtrANCe MillHOUSeS PArk)
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Oh yes - it’s official by the way - going
to an Art Gallery and spending time
looking at the pictures is good for
lowering STRESS levels.
Please come - it’s good for you !
Connie Bedford
Dore Art Show Organiser
Traffic alerts: You can now find out
about delays on the roads in Sheffield
from the ‘Traffic Alerts’ page (quick link:
www.sheffield.gov.uk/trafficalert). Any
current traffic incidents are displayed with
their location, the time the problem started
and if the problem has cleared. The
sheffield council website also provides
online access to 33 city CCTV cameras.
Highways helpline: To report
dangerous potholes, defective street
lighting or for steeet cleaning services,
ring the Council’s helpline on 273 4567
from 8am to 6pm Monday to Friday.

Letters continued....
Dear Sir,
SDF - second round of public
consultations
The Sheffield Development Framework
(SDF) will eventually contain all the
City’s planning policies and guidelines
and replace the Sheffield Unitary
Development Plan. The SDF will guide
all new development, protect the
environment and help to shape the places
where we live, work, shop and visit. It is
therefore vital that as many people as
possible are consulted.
In the later stages of SDF preparation,
covering local areas, it is important that
Dore residents are able to contribute. It is
also important that the excellent Dore
Village Design Statement prepared by the
Dore Village Society is incorporated into
supplementary planning guidance in
order to protect our heritage.
The second stage of SDF consultations,
from 27 February to 10 April, will cover
emerging options for the core strategy, a
City policies document, a City sites
document and a proposals map. If you
wish to be included on the list of SDF
contacts for future consultation, please
email: sdf@sheffield.gov.uk or write to
SDF Team, Howden House, Sheffield S1
2SH.
You will then be written to at key
stages, alerted to the publication of
documents and consultation events and
informed about how you can contribute
your views.
Councillor Michael Waters

Dear Sir,
I am writing to you to thank you for the
cheque that Dore Village Society kindly
donated to Sheffield Wildlife Trust at
Christmas. This was unexpectedly but
gratefully received. As you will know, the
continued support of our members and
donations such as this all contribute to
improving the environment.
I have considered the options of
appropriate projects to which the
contribution can be allocated. The work at
Blacka Moor, in particular the repair of the
Pinfold Bridge, I believe would be a very
worthwhile cause. I hope you are in
agreement. The bridge repairs are due to
take place before March 31st 2006, though
this is weather dependent.
Interestingly, I spoke to a local person
some time ago about the bridge - they
informed me that it is made up of old
gravestones (the individual was passing
by when it was being repaired some years
ago, and noticed this). I am sure that this
will come to light during the repairs, but I
wonder whether anyone in the Society is
aware of this?
I would also be interested in any stories,
incidences or experiences that your
members encountered as children or
adults on Blacka Moor. We have a
comprehensive archaeological survey,
which tells us a huge amount about the
site. However, I am particularly interested
in any stories that are in living memory.
Such stories and experiences can often
inspire ideas for schools’ sessions and
bring the site alive
Annabelle Kennedy, Reserves Manager
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News in brief
Threshers shop on Causeway Head
Road is being sold to a franchisee as part
of a major restructuring of shops within
the group.
The television licence fee for colour
sets will rise to £131.50 from the 1st April,
and to £44 for black and white sets.
A planning application has been
approved to extend Dore Masonic Hall in
order to create toilets and a cloakroom.
Global warming is increasing at an
unsustainable rate caused by the emission
of greenhouse gases associated with
industrialisation and economic growth
from a world population that has increased
sixfold in the last 200 years.
Sadly there will be no Open Gardens
event during the Dore Festival this year.
Greens shop is now a photographic
studio specialising in family portraits.
The average cost of a wedding in
Britain is expected to rise to £17,370 - an
increase of more than 5 per cent compared
with last year.
The CPRE project to produce the local
food directory for South Yorkshire has
been a great success with more than
12,000 copies distributed to health
practitioners, local food networks,
retailers and shoppers across the region.
We hope you will buy local and support
the rural economy. For your free copy
send an SAE with 64p postage to ‘The
Stables’, 22a Endcliffe Crescent,
Sheffield, S10 3EF.

continued from page 1.....
steam locomotive, carriages and
workshop. The house eventually became
part of Miss Trott’s private school*.
Guy Mitchell was a true pioneer in the
history of miniature railways, owning the
very first of Northampton based W. J.
Bassett-Lowke’s 7⁄” gauge LNWR
Precursor class 4-4-0 live steam locos,
designed by the later to be famous Henry
Greenly.
Whilst many local residents are familiar
with the miniature railway, just as many
are not! “I’ve lived here all my life and
never knew this existed!” is a typical
comment from people who find it by
accident walking by the Limb Brook or in
Ecclesall woods. Those who do know the
secret of the little railway (often second
generation visitors now, bringing their
children) think it’s the best value for
money ‘park’ in Sheffield.
The land, once known as Dr. Marshall’s
field and connected to the Limb Brook
footpath by a wooden bridge, is now
owned by the Sheffield and District
Society of Model and Experimental
Engineers. The Society moved from
Nether Edge to Abbeydale Road South in
1978 at the invitation of Sheffield Council
Parks department who used the land as a
nursery. Since then the railway tracks have
expanded and the buildings improved
using money from train rides and
refreshments.
March 2003 saw the completion of an
extension to the clubhouse with new
toilets (including facilities for disabled
visitors and baby changing) and an engine
shed, the cost being partly funded by a
£5000 ‘Awards for All’ Lottery grant. In
2005 a carriage shed and wheelchair
carriage were built, again with help from
the Lottery.
Prior to moving to its current location an
elevated track and wooden clubhouse
were at Chelsea Road, Nether Edge.
Before that the Society had a small track at
Birley Moor. Today there’s an extensive,
fully signalled dual gauge (7⁄” and 5”)
ground level railway, a multi-gauge (7⁄” to
0 gauge) raised track and a gauge 1/gauge
0 ‘garden railway’. Loco unloading
facilities, covered steaming bays with
compressed air and electricity, carriage
shed, turntable and engine shed attract
enthusiasts from other towns.
Signalling
is
controlled
either
automatically by the loco drivers, or by a
signalman inside a scaled down signal
box. The system is fully interlocked using
electronics and pneumatics. There are two
stations, two level crossings, two
footbridges and one overbridge, with
some challenging gradients. The Society
owns a petrol hydraulic locomotive, called
‘EDWARD’ and a battery powered
‘diesel’ ‘HYMEK’. Many members
operate their own steam locomotives.
Others build and operate traction engines
and stationary engines.
The railway opens to the public for train
rides (weather permitting) on March 19th
then on alternate Sunday afternoons and
bank holiday Mondays throughout the
summer months. An exhibition will be
held on the weekend of 8th/9th July.
During winter months members meet on

Local builder Eric Wilson with his loco Roderic, pulling a full load of passengers at
Abbeydale Miniature railway. Picture supplied by George Wainwright.
Sunday mornings and in the evening on
Neighbourhood Watch
the first and third Fridays of the month. A
‘retired contingent’ gather on Wednesdays
In theory Dore has one of the largest
to carry out maintenance and development concentrations of Neighbourhood Watch
work.
groups in the city. I say in theory because
You can find the ‘secret railway’ in the only a small percentage of street
woods off Abbeydale Road South coordinators regularly attend the
alongside Limb Brook, near The Glen bimonthly meetings held at the Totley
Nursing Home. We put out a yellow sign Rise Methodist Church Hall at which there
on the grass verge when we are open. is always a Police presence.
Refreshments are usually available.
Whether this is due to waning interest or
If you are seriously interested in model to lack of knowledge of meeting dates is
engineering and would like to become a hard to tell, but dates are always posted on
member of the society, or simply want the village notice board some two to three
more information about the miniature weeks in advance and are broadcast on the
railway please phone 236 9002 or visit our Police telephone Watchline Service. They
web site at www.sheffieldsmee.co.uk. are also posted on the Dore Village
where you can take a virtual tour!
Society’s website.
Mick Savage
I would urge any coordinators who are
Ed. If any readers can supply any not currently registered on the Watchline
information regarding the Brook House Service to consider having their name and
Railway, or its contemporaries the telephone number added to the register.
Greystones Railway or Peakland Railway The main purpose of the Watchline is to
would they please contact Mick Savage, pass information quickly to the
tel. 236 9002.
coordinators and, although problems have
* According to John Booth writing in been experienced both with this and
our autumn 2005 edition, several of the previous telephone systems, it now seems
old houses on Grove Road used to form to have settled down. If you decide to
Dore & Totley High School for Girls register, I can supply a form for
(preparatory for boys) - Principal Miss completion and despatch to South
Trott. He thinks the school closed in the Yorkshire Police.
1960s. We would be interested to hear
If your group is still active, do try to
from anyone who can tell us more about attend the meetings as this is the only way
the school.
you will know what is happening in this
area.
Abbeydale Miniature Railway
There are major changes in Policing
www.sheffieldsmee.co.uk
taking place in South Yorkshire and, as of
now, both Dore and Totley come under the
Timetable
Sharrow and South West Sheffield Safer
First train 1p.m. – last train 5p.m.
Neighbourhood Area based upon
Meersbrook Police Station instead of
March Sunday 19th
Woodseats as previously. Our new
April Sunday 2nd
Community Officer, P.C. David Spencer is
th
Sunday 16 (Easter Sunday)
very supportive of Neighbourhood Watch
Monday 17th (Easter Monday)
in common with previous incumbents, so
Sunday 30th
please help to keep Dore a low crime area
by playing an active part.
May Monday 1st (Bank holiday)
Jim Trotter 236 6444
Sunday 14th
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MARTYN

+

Chiropodist

KEMP

OPTICIANS

Jennifer Downing, S.R.N.
Qualified Chiropodist

63 Baslow Road, Totley Rise, Tel: 236 4485
• Comprehansive Eye examination
• Diabetic screening
• Designer Name frames
• Value frames from £10
• Contact Lenses disposable; colours; multifocal

M.S.S.Ch. M.B.Ch.A.
Surgery behind Dore Chemist
Townhead Road

Tel: 0114 236 2048

Also at 739 Abbeydale Road, Tel: 255 6554

24 hour answering service

Website: www.mko.co.uk Email: martyn.kemp@mko.co.uk

Physiotherapy
Friendly well established practice, run by State
Registered Physiotherapist specialising in the
latest holistic treatment methods for
• neck, back and shoulder pain
• sciatica, tennis elbow, knee pain
• chronic, longterm musculoskeletal pains
which are not responding to conventional
treatment
• gentle treatment techniques for arthritis,
especially suitable for older people
• sports injuries
• home visits on request

Dore Physiotherapy Practice
www.dorephysiotherapypractice.co.uk
Mrs Esther Hague BSc (Hons) Physiotherapy
56A Dore Road, Sheffield S17 3NB Tel:(0114)262 1255

Rubbish Removed

Complete Garden
Services

We take most items
Beds, settees, garden and DIY, baths, carpets,
cookers, garages and cellars cleared.

Lawns Cut, Hedges Cut,
No Job Too Small
One-off or Routine Maintenance
All Tree Work Carried Out,
Winter Tidying.
Competative Rates.

Environment agency Registration No. YR1/448715
Identification shown at door.

Free quotes • Genuinely no obligation
Telephone Mike at Draggletail Waste Services

0114 268 1330 mobile: 07710 446438
Established six years
Courteous, reliable service

Tel: 0114 246 5233
Mobile: 0785 587 5474

http://uk.geocities.com/draggletail_waste_services/
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Beauty and the beast
I meet many people on my trips to the
village on my scooter, accompanied by my
canine companion. I am often asked about
what work he does for me so I thought I
would write this article. I was trying to
think of a sensible, suitable title but only
one came to mind as reflecting our
relationship accurately......
Many people come up to us and looking
intently at one of us say things like
Aren’t you beautiful?
You are so gorgeous
You look so intelligent
You’ve got such lovely eyes
OK, so now you have guessed who
‘beauty’ refers to and why I, ‘the beast’,
am jealous.
His name is Euro for which I carry no
responsibility. Something more macho
would have been preferable even though
Euro is now more of an ‘it’ than a ‘he’.
Thinking of calling him 67p (value correct
when I got him)!
Euro is an incredibly calm, good natured
soul. I think I should try his food - it must
be laced with Prozac! Talking of his food,
he has to be weight-watched closely and
has no titbits of any kind. He must be able
to go to restaurants and not expect scraps
or to hang around slobbering hopefully! I
do carry a card issued by the Department
of the Environment to authorise his
admission to food places. He has the same
rights of access as a Guide Dog. He has
even had a seat allocated to him at the
Lyceum! However, he does eat paper and
according to my son, who recently cleared
the garden, he also eats socks, pop socks
and tea-towels!!!!
Euro is now two and a half. He spent a
year with a family who do ‘socialising’,
then 6 months in training, then a month or
so with an instructor who assessed him
and then matches each dog to a successful
applicant. The organisation that I went
through, at my children’s suggestion, was
Dogs for the Disabled. They are well

DORE OPTICIANS
PETER BLAND
BSc (Hons) MCOptom

FULL SIGHT TESTS/EYE
EXAMINATIONS, NHS OR PRIVATE
FREE GLASSES FOR CHILDREN
AND NHS BENEFICIARIES.
ALL TYPES OF CONTACT LENSES
AND SOLUTIONS.
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
ARE WELCOME.
FRIENDLY, HELPFUL SERVICE
FREE CONTACT LENS TRIAL
GLASSES REPAIRED
SPORT GLASSES
OPEN 6 DAYS.

A Personal Service on your doorstep
Telephone: 236 3200
25 Townhead Road, Sheffield S17 3GD

organised and supportive. Euro was
placed with me to see how we got along.
The instructor originally coming a few
times a week, then gradually decreasing in
frequency. We still have a lot to learn.
Very different from having a pet dog, but
more of that later.
We had to have a test outing together
with an independent instructor, I was
nervous, Euro wasn’t! He was just doing
his thing the same as always. We passed
and he swapped his lovely blue ‘in
training’ jacket for a horrible yellow one.
We are the 316th partnership! I signed a
contract saying amongst other things that I
won’t sell him! I then paid £1. You never
own the dog, as with other assistance dogs
such as Guide Dogs. The organisation
pays for his pet insurance and a food
manufacturer donates his food. The vet I
take him to has agreed to groom him, an
activity he loves but something I have
difficulty doing myself. I have an
obligation to ensure he gets some exercise,
although this is not required daily, for
which walking with me around shops
counts and also that he has time off-lead at
least weekly.
He is brilliant at walking at the same
pace as I ‘scoot’, soon settles when I stop
or sit down at a friend’s house, which is
usually within a minute. I think he sees a
bridge table and realises he is in for yet
another two to three hour sleep! Even
those who don’t like dogs are usually ok
about him being around.
His main task is to pick up what I drop
eg phone, keys, remotes, post etc. He can
also help me take off my coat and gloves.
His other main job is to carry a bag to and
from the house to my car or to the scooter
which I keep in the garage. He seems so
keen to work that he does bring me items
I have not asked for, for which I must not
praise him. His speciality is papers from
the waste bin - I have now bought one
with a lid! This habit is something I have
learned to be wary of, as any item placed
somewhere different from the usual place
he will move, so I guess he is tidying for
me, my standards not being good enough!
He doesn’t damage anything I ask him to
bring to me but what he appears to see as
‘lying around’ is fair game - this includes
food! I think this is why I have several
chewed remote controls and food left on a
table disappears when I am out of the
room.....
Training is ongoing and currently I am
trying to train him to bring me items at a
distance from me that I point to. At the
moment if he doesn’t spot the item I want
he just brings me anything he thinks I
might want, I then try not to laugh and do
not praise him.
The only blips so far are an occasional
refusal to go willingly into the car - is this
a reflection of his view on my driving
and/or the fact that occasionally the small
scooter I keep in the car has landed on
him? - and distraction, if there are children
around or food on the floor nearby. Oh
yes, plus the need to take cushions off the
settee to show off and get the attention of
any visitors.
The way I have been advised to treat
him is based on pack behaviour. I have to
be placed higher in the pack than he is.
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The trainer advised me that the most
powerful tools for achieving this are to
ignore him, make no eye contact or touch
or talk to him, unless I have called him to
me. Apparently dogs are most content
when they know their position in the pack,
being second is not of itself a problem.
Food is a key reward for good
behaviour. Eye contact, talking and
touching are also rewards. So basically
very like humans. Watch those TV
programmes on children and parents!!
I am now established as leader of his
pack! If Euro is ever in doubt or the
opportunity presents, he will assume the
role of leader. An example of Euro doing
this is that when he is in a room with me
he always settles on the carpet, but when
he first came if he found himself in a room
on his own I would often discover him
making himself at home on the settee!!!!
One of my difficulties is convincing
others that he is not treated cruelly! At
home, when I call him to me he is made as
much fuss of as any other pet dog. He has
plenty of ‘time off’.
I would ask you not to engage with him
at all when he is wearing his jacket, even
if he is lying down, and not to respond in
any way if he asks you for attention. He is
well aware of when people are talking
‘about’ him although not directly to him!
By sticking to this it helps me (and
supports his training, which cost around
£10,000) as he is ready to work and not
distracted - he would, I’m sure, much
prefer to be petted and played with. I try to
stick to this however harsh it appears to
others but occasionally make an exception
where children show interest in his role.
For those of you who do not want his
attention in the first place, the main tips
are not to make eye contact and to fold
your arms - not raise them.
We still have a lot of training to do
together, but I do think we make a good
team. I hope Euro also thinks this.
Beryl
Ed. In this case, women’s best friend!
Ramble along to

The Walking Specialists
INSTORE
SHOPS
h
The complete range from
Rohan, Craghoppers and Parimo

EXPERT
FOOT FITTING
h
Our staff are trained to solve
boot fitting problems and we back
this up with our Boot Fit
Guarantee

ALL
h THE FAMILY’S NEEDS
Large selection of outdoor
clothing and equipment for all the
family - at the best prices

FREE
h GUIDED WALKS
Free midweek guided walks

Tel: 0114 258 6228 Fax: 0114 258 4810
shop@foothills.co.uk www.foothills.co.uk
11 Edgedale Road, Sheffield, S7 2BQ

Ecclesall Woods - Update
The sawmill site at Ecclesall Woods is
now back in full Council control as of the
1st January 2006. Over the coming
months the site will closed to the public,
during which time it will be tidied,
essential maintenance undertaken, formal
site signage introduced and the entrance
made more attractive.
Ted Talbot (who was Ranger Service
Manager at Parks and Countryside until a
few years ago), has been appointed as the
Woodlands Project Officer for the
Ecclesall Woods sawmill site. He will be
working part-time on a 3 year contract,
part funded by European Objective 1
monies (via the South Yorkshire Forest
Partnership Team).
His role is to act as Champion for the
proposed transformation of Ecclesall
Woods sawmill site into a multi-purpose
facility, involving potentially: small-scale
visitor facilities; workshops for woodrelated businesses; a retail outlet and
“shop window” for wood products, a base
for site related staff; and a “gateway” for
education, interpretation and training
programmes and materials associated with
the surrounding woodland.
Ted will also be co-ordinating the
planning and implementation of the
project in conjunction with stakeholders
and partners and help to attract and
manage the funding and other resources
required.
This project is at an early stage. As the
year progresses, there will be further
chance for you to hear more about and
influence the proposals. Various volunteer
opportunities will also be coming up over
the coming months.
One of the first projects related to the
sawmill site will be a gallery, opening
from mid-February 2006 (at weekends
only) where examples of locally produced
hand-crafted bespoke wood furniture will
be on display to the public within one of
the buildings in the sawmill site, produced
by furniture makers from Sheffield and
North Derbyshire of national and
international repute. Furniture will also be
available for sale. This is a joint project
with the South Yorkshire Forest
Partnership
Team,
and
Working
Woodlands Limited, a local social
enterprise involving local furniture
makers and woodcrafts persons. Look out
for further publicity nearer the time.
Turning to other related matters, the
proposed project with Ruskin Mill
Educational Trust (Freeman College in
Sheffield) is progressing. The Trust
provides specialist education facilities and
services for young people aged between
16 and 25 with learning difficulties. A vital
part of the educational programme offered
is the “ancient and sustainable
technology” curriculum.
This curriculum enables students to take
part in green wood work, and other
woodland crafts, and to experience craft
activities in a context that is affected by
the natural cycles of the seasons and the
weather. As part of this it is planned, later
this year, to develop a small woodland
camp, with temporary wooden shelters,
for 3-5 students initially, focusing on

green wood turning. It is hoped this will
start in autumn 2006, but I will keep you
informed.
Elsewhere in the woodlands, the
Rangers are busy repairing benches,
digging ditches, and undertaking a whole
host of other maintenance tasks and smallscale improvements as part of routine
repairs and preparation for this year’s
round of Green Flag, which the site
successfully retained in 2005.
A recent allocation of “planning gain”
monies to the woodland for path
improvements means we will be
undertaking
some
priority
path
improvements in Wood Three, between
Abbey Lane and Dore Road over the
coming year. Work near the Limb Brook is
already underway.
Over the coming year, the current
management plan for the woodland will be
reviewed and a new five year work
programme will be developed, following
public and other consultation. In addition
we will be working with the Friends of
Ecclesall Woods over the spring and
summer to help launch the recently
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produced schools education pack for the
woods, funded by a Local Heritage
Initiative grant the Friends attracted. This
will involve a range of events and
activities with school children.
If you would like further information, or
have any comments and views on the
above, please feel free to contact me on
0114 2736387.
Nick Sellwood
Woodlands Manager
Sheffield Parks and Countryside

Save those trees
Retrospective planning permission was
not granted by the Council for the pruning
and felling last autumn of mature oak trees
in Bushey Wood. This was carried out by
unknown contractors on behalf of a
Devonshire Road resident. If the Council
decides to take legal action in respect of
the damage to these trees, which were
protected by a preservation order, the
homeowner could face a fine of up to
£20,000.

The Wildlife Garden
Forget snowdrops pushing their way
through the frosty soil; catkins appearing
or lambs being born, the first true sign of
spring is the sound of a neighbour mowing
the new flush of grass.
You can also guarantee that around the
same time as the annual mowing marathon
begins, fliers from various lawnmaintenance companies will drop through
your letter box. Whether one company is
any better than another or they can really
produce a bowling-green lawn from a turf
which is so worn, it looks as though the
MOD has used it as a tank-testing track, I
can’t say.
However, there is one thing that is
certain, the emergence of these specialist
enterprises over the last few years shows
just how much lawn upkeep has changed.
It is no longer an art, based solely on
someone’s experience, but a science.
Grass, just like any other plant, has a
seasonal growth cycle and requires a
variety of nutrients at different times of
the year. One of the things which lawnmaintenance companies do is match
fertilisers to the plant’s needs, for instance
in spring, a nitrogen-rich fertiliser is used
to ‘green it up’.
Now while a striped, close-cut lawn
might be seen as a thing of beauty and is
often considered a ‘must-have’ item in
British gardens, it is also energy intensive
and requires a lot of fertiliser and water to
ensure it is kept at its best. So, are there
ways in which we can minimise our
impact on the environment - and our
pockets - while still producing a tidy lawn
that we can be proud of? Also, can such a
feature ever be considered ‘wildlifefriendly’ or are the two incompatible?
Before cutting the lawn, it is important
to check over your mower and make sure
the blades are clean and sharp. This not
only helps reduce any drag on the blades
and the energy your mower will use, it
also ensures the grass is cut cleanly, which
means it is less prone to catching fungal
diseases.
Also, adjust the blades to their highest
setting at this time of year, as despite the
influence of global warming, your grass is
only just starting to regrow. As the season
progresses, you should lower the height of
the blades gradually, so that the grass will
have time to get ‘used’ to the new cutting

regime.
Something else you must remember is
never cut the grass when the ground is
saturated, as you will compress the soil,
which
prevents the grass roots
penetrating. This leads to poor drainage
and the bane of all lawn enthusiasts moss. But don’t automatically reach for
the herbicide spray, moss is a valuable
commodity that is eagerly sought after by
many garden birds to line their nests.
The more often you cut the lawn, the
more it will need feeding. Nowadays, the
trend is to use resin-coated fertilisers
which slowly release their nutrients over
time or there is an organic alternative:
pelleted chicken manure. Which ever one
you choose, both must be spread evenly or
you could scorch the new growth. Very
soluble fertilisers are best applied ‘little
and often’, but unless used carefully, they
can drastically change the soil’s pH.
If all this seems like too much trouble,
then what about sowing a mix of around
50% clover/50% coarse grasses, as this
does not require any additional nitrogen
fertiliser - the element being provided by
the legume. Unfortunately, such a meadow
is not to everybody’s taste, although when
in bloom it is a glorious sight and the
flowers are bumblebee-magnets.
Another way to avoid using fertilisers is
to leave your grass cuttings on the lawn.
Although you clearly shouldn’t do this if
you are planning to use it for playing
bowls, many of the nutrients in the
clippings, such as potassium, are readily
available and quickly taken up again by
the growing grass. Indeed, this is a
practice often carried out in apple
orchards, as the grass is very good at
accumulating iron - while the tree is not and when cut, the grass will release it back
into the soil in a form the trees can utilise.
Even if you do all these things, it still
doesn’t answer the central question: can a
lawn ever be wildlife-friendly? Personally,
I think that if you cut back on the amount
of fertilisers, herbicides and worm killers
you use and learn to tolerate other plant
species creeping in amongst the grasses,
then in essence, what you have created is
another habitat for your garden wildlife to
exploit. Starlings will poke around in the
lawn for grubs and on warm, damp nights
your local hedgehog will no doubt feast on
the earthworms that pop up through the
turf in search of mates.
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Having said this, perhaps the ultimate in
eco-friendly actions is to get rid of the
electric or petrol lawnmower entirely and
buy a hand one instead. Then not only will
you help cut back on all those greenhouse
gases needed to generate the electricity or
refine the fuel, you will also get rid of
those extra pounds you put on around your
waist over Christmas.
Other tasks for the wildlife garden in
spring.
Clean out any debris from nest boxes
and cut back hedges before the birds start
nesting. Also, dead plant material will
need removing from the pond and any
over-grown plants reducing in size to give
the amphibians more room for their
vigorous courtship.
When the birds start nesting, fill a few
shallow containers with mud and cut back
some of your wispy ornamental grasses
and sedges, but don’t compost them as
they will be useful for building materials.
Keep feeding the birds, but avoid giving
them coconut and ensure they can’t get
access to whole peanuts, as both of these
can choke fledglings. Instead, try putting
out live foods, such as meal worms, or dig
over a patch of ground so that they can
easily find worms or pests like slugs.
Jack Daw

Family History Fair
Are you are interested in finding out
more about your family history? On
Saturday 1st April the Sheffield & District
Family History Fair is taking place in the
Centre in the Park, Guildford Avenue,
Norfolk Park between 10am and 5pm.
Admission is free.
A large number of local groups and
organisations will be available to give
advice and offer products to help you,
whether you are an experienced researcher
or just starting out.

St John’s special services
The choir at St. John’s, along with other
singers from the area will be offering
special music at two services this Easter
and Ascensiontide.
Sunday April 2nd at 6.30p.m. A service
of Anthems, Hymns, and Readings for
Passiontide. The Music will include:
Miserere - Allegri,
He Trusted in God & Behold the Lamb
of God - from the Messiah by Handel.
Christus Factus est - Felice Anerio
O Vos Omnes - T.L.de Victor
Sunday May 14th at 6.30pm A
celebration of Easter & Ascension.
The music will include:
Te Deum - Haydn
Hear my prayer - Mendelssohn
O Thou the Central Orb - Wood
Blessed be the God and Father - Wesley
We welcome everyone to these services
.Good Friday April 14th. 10am. A
Family service especially suitable for
children.
2pm. Devotional hour by the cross.
Easter Sunday April 16th. 8am Holy
Communion. B.C.P. Service
10am Easter Family Communion.

One man went to mow . . . .
. . . . but his mower wouldn’t go!

Now is the time to call

Mower Mender
and be ready for the forthcoming

www.ATaElectrical.co.uk

growing season

A local friendly business servicing
all makes of garden machinery

phone: 0114 236 6958
mobile: 0781 2211149
Blade Sharpening and Collection and Delivery Service Available

Byethorpe Furniture & Gallery

CHARLES BROOKS
Shoe Repairs

at Church Farm Barlow
and High Peak Garden Centre Bamford

For all your traditional shoe and boot repairs,
key-cutting and dry-cleaning services
Established over 30 years
Specialising in quality Northamptonshire-made footware by
Loakes, Barkers, Padders and Elmdale.

• Makers of quality solid wood furniture
specialising in hand finished oak tables,
dressers and occasional furniture.

Large stocks of bedroom slippers, wellingtons,
walking boots etc
As recommended by local chiropodists and reflexologists
A business built on recommendations
Tel: 262 1077
35 Baslow Road, Totley Rise

• Extensive range of chairs can be finished to
match existing dining tables
• Our Gallery offers you a choice of
handcrafted furniture lamps, mirrors and
clocks in beautifully selected hard woods.

Millthorpe Nursery

• A number of artists supply us with artwork
including oil canvasses, watercolours,
acrylics and special greetings cards.

Millthorpe Lane, Millthorpe, Nr. Holmesfield

‘it’s about plants’
now under new ownership

Shrubs • Herbaceous perennials • Ferns
• Grasses • Alpines • Trees • Seasonal
bedding • Planted containers

Our workshop is open:
Mon. to Fri. 9.30am to 5.30pm at
Church Farm Barlow.
Tel: 0114 2899111
The Gallery is open:
Fri. to Tues. including weekends, at
The High Peak Garden Centre, Bamford

A working nursery combining
plantsmanship with creativity
Tues - Sat 9.00 - 4.30 Sun 10 - 4.30
Closed Mondays except Bank Holidays

Tel: 0114 2584007
Millthorpe is sign posted off the B6054 at Holmesfield

PRINTER CARTRIDGES
E. & L. Wilson

SHOP LOCAL

Builders & Plumbers
☎ 0114 236 8343

1000s of products available
Ink cartridges from only £3
free local delivery

•
•
•
•
•

Save up to 50% on city centre prices

Call Frances: 236 4365
Optimum Cartridge co, Hightrees, Dore. S17 3Gf
www.optimum-cartridge.co.uk

Central Heating,
Domestic Plumbing,
Glazing, Double Glazing and Glass,
House Maintenance,
UPVC and Wood Windows & Doors

Mini Digger & Driver, Muck Shifts, Footings Etc.
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The Mystery House
Philip Robinson recently purchased this
postcard on ebay. postmarked 29th
September 1906. The card was sent from
Blackheath, South London to a Mrs
Brewer in Ulverston. The message on the
reverse reads “This house is where B & I
stayed at in Totley near Sheffield. I hope
Mr.Brewer is better & think you were also
better for the change to (?) Southport.
Love to you all from (?)”
The gateposts are pyramid topped, and
on the left-hand post is the word “BRIAR”
presumably the first half of the house
name.
The picture was first published in the
Totley Independent before Christmas. A
number of respondents quickly realised
that the house is infact in Brinkburn Vale
Road off the bottom of Devonshire Road.
But the mystery still remains. Who was it
wrote the card and why were they staying
at the house? Was it the home of relatives
or a lodging house?
Ed. If you have any old postcards of
Dore or its surrounding we would be
pleased to publish them.

The mystery Victorian house, which turned out to be on Brinkburn Vale Road.
Official opening: I can confirm that the December, following a rehearsal weekend
official opening of our new school will for the orchestra, which provided
take place on Friday 10th March. Richard intensive tuition and rehearsals for our
Caborn MP, has kindly agreed to open the musicians. The concerts were very good,
school. In addition to Richard, we are and they were thoroughly enjoyed by the
View from KES
hoping to have one or two other guest musicians and audiences with the range
All the building and grounds work on speakers at the event including Sheffield’s and standard of music being excellent.
school will also be open on
On the last Tuesday of term pupils from
the new school is just about complete, and Mayor. The th
we are very pleased with the result. More Saturday 11 March for ex-pupils, staff Y7-Y9 ran a variety of stalls at the
and members of the local community to ‘Christmas Cracker’. The idea of this
on this later in this article.
We often get many compliments passed come and have a look around. In the run event is to allow pupils to take
on to us, but most of these are ‘by word of up to the opening we hope to have a responsibility for organising fundraising
mouth’. We would like to build up a number of events for students to celebrate stalls (sideshows, games, sales of
homemade food etc.) and to have fun at
‘thanks book’, where we can keep letters this special occasion.
Charities: During the last few weeks of the same time.
and comments and pass them on to the
Staff also raised money through a raffle
staff concerned. So if you have been term we raised money for a local charity –
particularly pleased about something – HARC (Homeless and Rootless at and a ‘Colleagues’ Christmas Card’ –
maybe a trip or activity in which your Christmas). HARC provides shelter, food instead of sending individual cards, staff
child has been involved, or you have and friendship for people in Sheffield who made a donation and gave one card for a
attended a school event such as a concert, have no home over the Christmas and staffroom display of seasonal greetings.
As a result of these events we raised
a play, or have been shown around the new New Year period (this help is also
school on one of our Open Evenings why extended throughout the year). The over £750, and we will be presenting a
Christmas Concerts were held early in cheque to a representative of HARC in a
not send us a note and let us know?
Y7 assembly.
In November we had a special
fundraising day for the Pakistan
earthquake. We had a non-uniform day, an
Eid party and pupils also raised money by
bringing in homemade cakes etc to sell,
having sponsored silences (always
popular with teachers) and busking. We
■ Investments
■ Tax Efficient Savings
raised £1800, which was donated to the
■ Pensions
■ Wills & Estate Planning
Disasters Emergency Committee.
Adult education classes: Our Adult
■ Mortgages*
■ Pre and post Retirement Advice
Education classes began on Thursday 19th
■ Life Assurance
■ Wealth Management Specialists
January. At the time of writing I am not yet
clear how many people have signed up for
each of the classes we are running: ICT,
Local & Independent
Asian Cooking and Biology.
Authorised & regulated by the Financial Services Authority
These classes are all free of charge, all I
ask is that we have a reasonable minimum
number who are willing to attend. If you
Office opening hours: 9.30-5.00pm
are reading this article and would like to
know more or are maybe interested in
attending one of the classes, why don’t
your
home
is
at
risk
if
you
do
not
keep
up
repayments
on
a
mortgage
or
loan
secured
on
it.
*
you give me a call at school and I shall see
what I can do?
Buses: We have been working with First
Mainline to make a number of changes to
the way we manage the bus service.
Offices at:- 160 Baslow Road, Totley
63 Middlewood Road, Hillsborough
About half our pupils live outside the
14 High Street, Staveley
61 Market Street, Eckington
immediate area around the school (Dore

A Bespoke Financial Planning Service
for Personal & Corporate Clients

www.phfs-ifa.co.uk

Contact us on 0114

235 3500
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and Totley), and many of the remainder
travel to and from school by bus. In
November we wrote to all parents outside
the S17 postcode area about bus issues.
We have a longstanding rule that pupils
who use the 97/97A service must catch the
bus at the terminus outside school at the
end of the day. This is because we have
staff on bus duty supervising the pupils
and ensuring well ordered queuing and
boarding.
From January, the bus service after
school improved with a fifth bus being put
on. This means that between 3.25 and 3.40
there should be five buses to take pupils
from school.
We also want to ensure that pupils do
not congregate in the area by the Spar and
Tesco at the bottom of Bushey Wood Road
after school, where there have been some
problems in the past caused by poor
behaviour. Pupils have been told they are
not allowed to visit the shops at the bottom
of Bushey Wood Road before 4.15 unless
accompanied by a parent. We have spoken
to the shop managers about this and they
are happy to support us by not serving our
pupils after school. The shops will also let
us know of any problems and use their
CCTV to record antisocial behaviour.
At the same time, the bus company has
closed the two stops near the Spar/Tesco
area after school, so buses will not pick up
from there.
We expect pupils to leave the school
straightaway at the end of the day unless
they are involved in a supervised activity
(sports practice, study club etc.) –
obviously we cannot be responsible for
unsupervised pupils.
Progress with the new school: Work on
the new school is nearly complete. Since
September, the contractors have been
completing the external works – car park,
drives, tennis courts/play areas and
landscaping. We anticipate that everything
will be finished within the next couple of
weeks.
We are very pleased with the way in
which the new school has been maintained
in good condition so far. We have worked
hard with pupils to ensure that they respect
the tremendous new facilities – we don’t
want it to be taken for granted and, by and
large, this has been the case.
Unfortunately we have had one or two
cases of petty vandalism caused by people
who are not members of the school.
However, in each instance the culprits
were caught on CCTV, and they have been
dealt with by the police – we won’t
hesitate to report such cases to the police,
as well as reclaiming the cost of the
damage.
We have also been largely successful in
our efforts to keep the school ‘gum-free’.
We would like to remind parents that
pupils are not allowed to have chewing
gum in school because of the mess it
makes and we deal with culprits
accordingly. We also ask that visitors
(including parents!) refrain from chewing
gum in school.
Use of the drives and car parks:
Dropping off and picking up: - Parents
who bring and collect their children to and
from school are reminded that pupils
should be dropped off and collected

outside the school gates. Please do not
come down the drive to drop off or pick up
(unless there is a particular medical need
such as a child on crutches) as this causes
congestion. Pupils are quite capable of
walking the 50 yards from the top of the
drive. Also, if you drop your child off at
the King Ecgbert Road footpath, please do
not drive down the cul-de-sac, as this
causes major congestion problems (and
nuisance to the residents). Please drop off
in Furniss Avenue so that your child walks
along the cul-de-sac.
Visiting school: - If you need to come
into school during the day you may be
able to find a parking space in the car park
– otherwise, please park on Totley Brook
Road. MITIE (the facilities management
company) are introducing a parking
permit scheme, so if you have parked in
the car park you will be asked to give the
details of your car when you sign in at
reception. We do have some spaces for
drivers with disabled permits.

27

School Travel Plan: The school travel
plan was produced to coincide with the
opening of the new building. The aim of
the plan is to raise awareness of and
encourage sustainable travel to and from
the school site by staff, parents and
students, and to reduce the use of the car
for these journeys. The Travel Plan is a
‘live’ document, which will be regularly
monitored and reviewed by the school.
We shall be actively encouraging staff to
car share and students to travel to and
from school by bus or bicycle. Further
information on events we have planned in
relation to this plan can be obtained by
contacting Mr McClafferty, Deputy
Headteacher.
If you have any questions to put to me or
any comments to make, could you write to
me at King Ecgbert School, Totley Brook
Road, Dore, S17 3QU
Sean McClafferty Deputy
Headteacher i/c Community and
Technology College Status

Book Reviews
There will be plenty of readers who
already have a copy of A History of
Sheffield, by well known local historian
David Hey. David has now revised and
extended the 1998 edition to include new
information and illustrations as well as
bringing it right up to date. The book
follows the growth of the city from its
early beginnings and its probable
foundation by William de Lovetot in the
12th century, through the middle ages to
the start of industrialisation and its
eventual development into an industrial
city renown for its steel. The result is an
excellent overview of Sheffield’s history,
with separate chapters expanding on the
most important periods. The final chapter
covers the modern city from between the
wars to the demise of steel and efforts
towards regeneration. The book is
comprehensively illustrated with old black
and white and more modern colour
photographs, along with maps and
painting. A History of Sheffield is essential
reading for anyone interested in or
wishing to research the history of our city.
Published by Carnegie Publishing in
paperback. 312 pages, price £14.95 ISBN
1-85936-110-2
---Here a Little, There a Little is the life
story of Mary Dyson (nee Smith) who rose
from being a buffer girl in the Sheffield
cutlery industry to be Lady Mayoress in
1970-71. Her story spans the whole of the
twentieth century and gives a fascinating
insight into the basic living conditions of
working-class people in Sheffield.
Schooldays, chapel, work, romance and
family life are depicted here with a strong
sense of life and community. For Mary,
who married Sydney Dyson one of the
post-war leaders of Labour politics in the
city, political life provided the opportunity
of putting into practice the Methodist
principles learned at Sunday School. Later
retirement from politics opened up a

PRINT
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+

DIGITAL WORKS
HARVEST LANE
SHEffIELD S3 8EG

SOUTH YORKSHIRE
PRINTERS LIMITED

0114 272 1105

whole new career in the world of art. Mary
died recently at the age of 97 and her life
story is fondly told by her daughter-in-law
Sheila Dyson. Published by Northend in
paperback, 80 pages price £6.99. ISBN 0901100-61-7
---People are drawn to the sheer majesty of
Chatsworth house, yet its impact is greatly
enhanced by it’s estate setting.
Maintaining great estates was labour
intensive, which led to the need to house
workers and the development of the
estates three villages, Edensor, Beeley and
Pilsley. The Chatsworth Villages by Diane
Naylor is the first book to describe the
three Chatsworth Villages, their history
and development. Beeley is Saxon in
origin, Edensor was an important Saxon
settlement subsequently relocated when
the estate was landscaped, and Pilsley,
partly a planned village, can be traced
back to the Domesday Book. The book is
full of interesting detail and packed with
over 300 wonderful old photographs
capturing the buildings and significant
village events of the times. A book to
make you look again at these three unique
Derbyshire villages. Published by
Landmark Publishing in paperback, 144
pages price £14.99. ISBN 1-84306-198-8
---The Sheffield Campaign for Access to
Moorland (SCAM) played a pivotal role in
the campaign to restore public access to
mountain and moorland in the UK. A
battle finally won with the passing of the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act in
2000. Right to Roam provides a history
and celebration of SCAM, looking back to
its early beginnings at the 50th
anniversary celebrations of the 1932
Kinder Scout Mass Trespass, and at the
active lobbying role which the group
undertook. It includes descriptions of
some of the early organised mass
trespasses, and the unheralded restoration
by SCAM members of ancient moorland
standing stones and guide stoops, which
had been pulled down because they were
believed to encourage and aid trespassers.
A special walks section includes eight
suggested ‘Routes to Roam’ complete
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with maps, in the newly-opened access
areas. Published jointly by Northend and
SCAM in paperback, 88 pages price
£6.99. ISBN 0-901100-60-9
---Not every walking book has fool proof
instructions on routes, but the second book
in a series Brill Walks in the Peak and
Dales gets about as close as you can get.
Each of the twelve circular walks has been
thoroughly pre-tested, following the clear
instructions (supplemented by notes on
points of interest) and maps provided. The
walks are grouped into 4 areas around
Matlock, Bakewell, Birchover and
Youlgrave and range from 3 to 7 miles
long. Each section begins with a narrative
written by co-author Freda Bowman,
where a fictional character tells a tale set
at an interesting time in the village’s
history. Her husband Bob who is a
volunteer Peak Ranger, has taken the
scene setting photographs. The first book
in the series Brill Walks in the Peak is still
available, covering walks around Eyam,
Grindleford, Ashford in the Water and
Hathersage. Published by Northend, spiral
bound. 76 pages price £7.99 ISBN 0901100-62-5

Wyvern Walkers
Over 100 people joined the Wassail
Walk on Tuesday 27th December. An
enjoyable walk was followed by hot mince
pies and a glass of punch at the Old
School. Walkers donated over £300
towards the Pakistani Earthquake Appeal.
The Dore Village Society offers a
regular programme of guided local walks
through its ‘Wyvern Walkers’ group.
Walks are usually between 5 and 6 miles
long. We meet 9.30am at Dore Old School
for car share where appropriate.
Forthcoming walks are:
Thursday 2nd March. FromGrindleford
along the Derwent and across fields to
Froggatt before ascending Froggatt Edge
and returning via Hay Wood - about 5.5
miles
Friday 24th March. From Eyam to
Bretton, then Foolow, returning to Eyam about 5 miles.
Tuesday
11th
April.
Around
Holmesfield, incorporating a Church, a
Castle and a Manor House - about 5 miles.
Saturday 29th April. A longer walk of
10 miles at a steady pace proceeding up
Blacka Moor, along the Houndkirk Road,
down the Porter Valley with lunch at
Forge Dam. Return to Dore via Whiteley
Wood. Bring a packed lunch.
Finally be sure to make a note in your
diary about our bi-annual boundary walk
around Dore, which takes place on
Saturday 24th June.

Totley Library Opening Hours:
Monday: 10am - 12.30pm
1.30pm - 7pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday:
9.30am - 12.30pm & 1.30pm - 5.30pm
Thursday Closed
Saturday: 9.30am - 12.30pm
To renew books phone 293 0406

withLove

PC Problems ?

&

Best wishes xxx

•
•
•
•
•

Handmade and Traditional Cards
and
Gifts for all occasions

Is your PC not functioning properly?
Unwanted messages on your screen?
Is your PC slow to respond?
Unable to connect to the Internet?
E-mail not working correctly?

Help is at hand Call Andy Hogg on 07785 536261 or
e-mail - enquiries@thewholehogg.net

Jellycat, Nicci Bears
Childrens Fancy Dress

Visit us at www.thewholehogg.net for
further information and details of our
full range of Professional Services.

Silver, Titanium and Pilgrim Jewellery, Handbags
and much much more

Telephone: 0114 2351411

“The Whole Hogg - meeting, and
exceeding, your expectations.”

304 Twentywell lane, S17 4QR

Jacqui Saint
Nail Technician
Member of The Guild of Professional Beauty Therapists Ltd
and The International Nail Association

Nail Extensions
Silk and Acrylic Nails
Air Brush Nail Art

FIREPLACES,
GAS AND SOLID
FUEL SHOWROOMS

All in the privacy of your own home

10% off with this voucher
Phone 0114 235 3046 Mobile 07766 817 905

Over 40 Gas and Solid Fuel
stoves on display
Early Years Care Ltd

BRAMDALE LIMITED
630-642 Chesterfield Road,
Woodseats, Sheffield S8 0AS
Telephone (0114) 258 8818

£85

Day Nursery & Pre-School
From 3 months to 5 years

Open 7.30am to 6.30pm all year

Formerly Hopscotch Nursery

New self contained baby unit

Furniss Avenue, Dore, Sheffield S17 3QP
(within the grounds of Dore Primary School)

Tel: 0114 2353322 • Fax: 0114 2353311
enquiries@earlyyearscare.co.uk • www.earlyyearscare.co.uk
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Classified Advertisements
To cash in on unwanted items or promote
your services locally, simply complete a
form available at Greens shop on
Causeway Head Road
(or phone
Sheffield 236 9025) and return it along
with a fee of £1.50 per line.
SYDNEY HOUSE (with car) available
for exchange between early June and late
July 2006 - large comfortable bungalow, 3
- 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms - handy for
beaches, ferries to city - all expected
facilities, equipment etc. Phone Sheffield
236 4343 or owners 010 61 2 9451 2808,
or e-mail totleyrise@optusnet.com.au
WHITBY HOLIDAY COTTAGE to let.
Tucked away at the foot of the Abbey
Steps. Very quiet. Sleeps 4, full central
heating, microwave, washing machine,
DVD, satellite TV, etc. Non-smoking.
Sorry no pets. Tel: 235 6143.
HARDWOOD LOGS
Delivered free. Bags or Bulk
01246 412504 or 07718 580231
WILD BIRD SEEDS, NUTS, BLACK
SUNFLOWER, S.HEARTS ETC. Large
and small quantities, good prices, ring for
samples. Regular FREE deliveries to Dore
and Totley. Also dog food & animal
supplies. Call Copleys 0114 221 7668 or
07837 645317
BOURNEMOUTH - Spacious two bed
apartment on prestigious West Cliff. 5
mins walk from beach. 10 mins to town
centre/pier/gardens. Two bathrooms.
Lounge with balcony and sea view. Secure
underground parking. From £400 per
week. Tel 0114 2740423
MEDALS WANTED - Football Medals
Pre 1960s. Gold, Silver, Bronze - excellent
prices paid. Sheffield League preferred:
Attercliffe Alliance, Heeley & District,
Hatchard, County Senior, Amateur,
Works, South Yorkshire Amateur,
Friendlies. Telephone Mick on 0114 275
7222 work or 234 0996 home after 6pm.
PLUMBING, HEATING & GENERAL
HOME MAINTENANCE 35 years
qualified tradesman. For free estimate and
competitive rates call John Ford on 0114
235 9746 or Mobile on 07761 569068
DRAMA CLASSES for children.
Qualified theatrical tuition. Age 6-10;
Wednesdays 4.30-6.00 Fridays 4 - 5.30.
Age 11-16; Wednesdays 6.00-7.30. Dore
& Totley United Reformed Church Hall,
Totley Brook Road. Jackie Collins School
of Drama Tel 236 7564
R.D. HOWE PLASTERING, local City
& Guilds trained craftsman, for all your
plastering needs. Domestic and restoration
specialist. Call Richard on 0114 262 1905
mobile 07963 556295
PLUMBER - Steve Higgins Plumbing,
installations and repairs J.I.B. registered.
Free estimates No job too small Tel: 0114
236 3275 or mobile on 07773 039443

RUBBISH REMOVED. See main ad in
this issue. 0114 2681330 07710 446438
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Tony Ball BA FCA. Many years
experience at all levels. No problem is too
big or too small. Personal service and
complete confidentiality. Tax returns,
small businesses, trusts VAT etc
Phone 0114 236 1471
e-mail amjballfca@blueyonder.co.uk
CRUMBS Make and Decorate cakes for
all occasions. Each cake is individually
decorated for you. Call Lucy Cole on 235
2358 or 079 4194 6133 or e-mail
crumbs1@hotmail.com
MARBELLA, Costa del Sol. Very large
penthouse apartment to let. Stunning
views over golf course and to the sea.
2 bedrooms, sleeps 6. Must be seen to be
appreciated, so visit our web pages
www.laquintagolf.co.uk. Fully equipped,
AC, satellite TV etc. “Meet and Greet”
service. Details - Mike Cox 235 0534
LANDROVER REPAIR SERVICE
MOT repairs, chassis welding, service &
maintenance. Call Ian on 079 7019 2717

ESTABLISHED highly qualified mobile
hair stylist with over 16 years experience.
For appointments please telephone
Suzanne on 07899 996660 (Daytime)
or 236 8797 (Evenings).
TO LET: Swallow Cottage, Totley Bents
Beautifully renovated stone built property
accommodates 4. Phone 0114 236 7806
English Tourist Board 4 star rated.
CHIROPODY Home Visits Amanda
Ross FSSCh. MBChA. DipPodMed
Tel: 07904 919775
COLOR ME BEAUTIFUL Looking
good every day can be easy .... when you
know what is special about YOU - Colour
analysis, make-up, weddings, style
analysis and more! Gift vouchers
available - what a great present! Phone
Sue Potts, Color Me Beautiful Image
Consultant, 59 Bushey Wood Road, S17
3QA. Tel: 0114 236 2968
HORIZON ELECTRICAL
All aspects of domestic electrical work.
Competitive rates. Phone Totley 236 4364

MUSIC TUITION. Piano, Electronic
Keyboard, Theory, Harmony. Enjoyment
or exams. Beginners to advanced. Full
prospectus available. Bradway Music:
Geoff Henthorn GNSM, Tel: 235 2575

COTE D’AZUR, ST RAPHAEL
Luxury villa, 5min beach, town centre and
train station. Quiet residential area. Ideal
for winter in the Riviera. Available all year
round weekly/monthly or longer. Tel
01246 412504 or 07718 580231 or email
for brochure: enquires@spaland.co.uk

LAMINATE FLOORING For a quality
fitting service and free friendly advice,
call Peter Holdsworth on 0114 255 0232

NEW & RECLAIMED OAK STRIP
FLOORING for sale. Fixing service
available. Tel: 235 1934

HATE IRONING? Let me do it – I love
it! (what’s more – I’m good at it!) FREE
local collection and delivery. Eg: Shirt
1.05p, T shirt 60p, Jeans 1.05p Tel:
2352511 or 07817 107566

CARDS, GIFTWRAP, NOTELETS,
STATIONERY,
ENVELOPES,
POSTERS etc. A most beautiful brochure
(Phoenix) packed with wonderful, quality
stock - approx 50% cheaper than the high
street. Donations to St Lukes Hospice. I
deliver (free of charge) and live locally.
Tel Julie 07710 326682 for free, no
obligation, brochure. Why trudge around
the shops and pay so much more. Have a
browse and see the choices...you won’t be
disappointed.

BEAUTY THERAPY by Paula Turner
(BABTAC) at Radiance. Dore based
treatment room, or mobile to your home.
Facials, manicures, pedicures, waxing etc.
0114 236 1704 or 07971 415120
TELEVISION
AND
VIDEO
RECORDER REPAIRS City and Guilds
London Institute. Fully qualified. Over 25
years professional experience. Ex Bunker
and Pratley. For prompt reliable friendly
service ring Richard on 0114 - 287 6806
QUALITY DECORATING - Interior &
exterior. David Guite Decorators. Free
estimates. All types of paint finishes, work
guaranteed.Tel: 235 0999 or 07889
401317
CREATURE COMFORTS Professional
and caring Cat Sitting Service. Ex
manager of a local cattery available to
care for your cat(s) while you are away
from home. Call Bev on 079 060 17511

QUALITY
interior
&
exterior
DECORATING Hinchcliffe Decorators,
the professionals. All work guaranteed,
estimates free. B.D.A. Member. Please
phone 262 0584 or 0797 7956979 (mobile
ADAPTABLE CHILDCARE
SOLUTIONS LTD Fully vetted, prescreened and available child care when
you need it. Nannies, Mothers/parent help,
Housekeepers, Maternity Nurses, Before
and After school care, Babysitters,
Wedding creches. Permanent, Full/Part
time, Daily, weekly and evening childcare
For more advice, please contact us on:
0114 236 9452 or mobile 07747 016550

COTTAGE ACCOMMODATION in
Dore short term, especially suitable for
visiting friends and relatives;Tel:236 6014

CURTAINS AND ACCESSORIES
making service. Also interior design
advice Tel: 07803 198532

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LITERATURE

PICTURE FRAMING. Local. Just call
G Thomas on 236 3431

GCSE & A Level tuition. Tel 236 8493
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Stars in Dore
Sirius, the brightest star in the whole
sky, is due south in Dore at sunset in early
Spring and sets before midnight. Let’s
take some time thinking about this
spectacular object.
Sirius, the Dog Star, was not always the
alpha-macho object, even though it has
changed little in brightness during the
whole of humankind’s existence on this
planet. A mere two hundred thousand
years ago, however, Sirius was not below
left of Orion but near Castor and Pollux in
Gemini. At that time, it was also very
much fainter. Furthermore, another two
hundred thousand years hence, Sirius will
have left our northern skies altogether and
will almost have reached the southern
celestial pole.
This is typical behaviour of all nearby
stars. Sirius, itself, is only 8.8 light years
from the Earth. At the present rate of
population growth and urban and village
sprawl we may have all moved to another
location ourselves, perhaps where Sirius
still shines! On the more serious side,
there is a most interesting historical
reference to Sirius which should be
highlighted in connection with what we
have said.
In 903AD al-Sufi, ‘Abd al-Rahman, was
born in Persia (Iran), a beautiful land
where the Sun and stars shine brightly,
perhaps contrary to our present-day image
of the Middle East, that battle-torn,
ravaged and angry land which has suffered
for centuries. Muhammad had died
c632AD leaving a legacy which can
scarcely be denied, one which united
armies and helped his followers to free
themselves of Byzantium. However,
religion can have a strange, aggressive
effect on people. Astronomy was always
of strong interest for humankind, too,
certainly for the Arabs, and, I suppose,
partly due to the sheer power of
knowledge, this noble science exerts
pressure today on governments.
Quite late in life, al-Sufi compiled a
famous text, A Book of the Fixed Stars
(c.964AD) based on Ptolemy’s Almagest
(2nd century AD). Stars were charted and
Arabic names were given to all the
brighter stars, and al-Sufi, himself, added
many of his own observations. He is
clearly a reliable secondary source, as was
Ptolemy before him, but we must tread
carefully with nebulous mythology. We
must today also totally ignore
Astronomy’s idiot brother, Astrology,
even if we can extract some useful titbits
from historical Astrology.
According to al-Sufi, the Arabs called
Sirius al-schira al abur (‘Sirius which has
passed across’). Excuse our lack of Arabic
accents! Al-Sufi writes that it was called
al-abur “because it has passed across the
Milky Way into the southern region”. He
relates a mythological story which
describes Sirius as having fled towards the
south and passed across the Milky Way
towards Suhail (Canopus, the second
brightest star in the whole sky). The same
story is retold by Albufaragius (13C).
In truth, Sirius has, indeed, passed
across the Milky Way in sixty thousand
years as can be inferred from what has

already been said in our first paragraph. It
is tempting to believe that the Greeks and
the Arabs were re-telling a story passed
down from the Early Stone Age. The
actual proper motion of Sirius could not
possibly have been known to the ancients
unless an even earlier Age had already
noticed discrepancies in Sirius’ position
from much earlier stories handed down to
them! We might never know!
This story might be in some Reader’s
minds as they stroll down Newfield Lane
on a warm Spring night. Sirius is well
visible across Blackamoor, and will
continue to be so unless houses in the St
Catherine’s (Long Acres’ new name) flood
the Lane with security lights! We implore
them not to do so. St Catherine is the
patron saint of the Dominicans, her name
being Caterina Benincasa, being born in
Sienna (1347-80). A stigmata is said to
have been imprinted on her body.
Sirius holds a secret which was
suspected in 1842 and proven in 1860. It
has a faint companion star of a rather
unusual kind. A so called white dwarf star
nestles in beside it and shares its motion
across the sky. If readers of Dore to Door
remember, we mentioned recently the
white dwarf in Eridanus, the celestial
River which stretches from the equator to
Achernar in the southern sky. Sirius’ white
dwarf companion is so dense that our Sun
could be packed into a ball the size of our
Earth. This small ball is called Sirius B.
The star has collapsed into itself as nuclear
burning ended in the stellar core. One can
read more about these miracles of
astrophysics in an excellent, simply
written book by William Keel, entitled
‘The Sky at Einstein’s Feet’ (2006
Springer 10: 0-387-26130-3). It is written
by an astronomer who adds many personal
anecdotes and is very up-to-date.
This Spring (2006) the planets are not so
rewarding as in the last few years. Venus
in March rises before sunrise and may be
seen rather low in the south-east at dawn,
magnitude –4.4. Mars will be much fainter
(+1.5), still in Taurus, below the Pleiades
cluster, but rapidly moving into Gemini
through April and May, and appearing
further and further towards the west until
it is lost in sunlight. Jupiter (mag –2.3) is
in Libra, a constellation that never rises
high in the Dore skies. The giant planet
can best be seen after midnight until
sunrise. Elusive Mercury is in conjunction
with the Sun around 19 May and is
unlikely to be caught in Dore this Spring.
That leaves Saturn (about mag +0.3) as the
most promising planet. It is visible the
whole evening high in the constellation of
the Crab, near the Beehive Cluster, with
its rings now closing and revealing part of
Saturn’s northern hemisphere. A sight of
its largest moon, Titan, will never feel the
same now that humankind has soft-landed
a probe on it.
The Moon is Full on 14/15 March in
Leo, 13/14 April in Virgo and 11/12 May
in Libra, and if you wish to see lunar
craters at their best, look with your
telescopes at any times other than these.
We are often asked about Full Moon, and
that is why we show two dates each. The
exact time of Full can fall either in the
evening or the morning so we can at best
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‘date’ it by stating during which ‘night’ it
occurs. A certain Father Murphy once
contacted me in Ireland about the exact
time of Full Moon, and I was somewhat
embarrassed when he explained that he
was working in the Philippines and needed
to advise girls on the biological rhythm.
Anyway, our dear Moon cannot be blamed
for all mishaps! It is one of the most
rewarding celestial objects. A telescope is
not even needed to see its surface features.
We have heard of the Man in the Moon but
we were surprised this month to read in
Sky and Telescope magazine of the
Woman in the Moon. She looks to the left,
the profile of her head nearly filling the
Moon, and apparently she wears a
necklace carrying a diamond (the brightrayed crater Tycho?). We have frequently
managed to make out the Man and the
Hare but next Full we shall be looking for
the Woman, and perhaps for Catherina
Benincasa.
David Andrews

Sweet smell?
Onyx, the city council's waste disposal
partner, is being re-named Veolia
Environmental Services after its parent
company, which is bringing together its
four divisions - waste management,
transport, water and energy - under the
Veolia brand.
The rebranding of vehicles will take
place over the next few months. Whether
this involves violet coloured bin lorries
remains to be seen.

Dore Chimes
The concert party offshoot of Dore
Gilbert & Sullivan Society, Dore Chimes
has had another full year. We have been
offered more dates than we could fulfil,
always a nice position to be in.
Our chosen name has, unfortunately
been confused with bell ringers - oops – so
we are in the process of renaming
ourselves the TroubaDores. Still, we have
had a busy year with concerts for the
TWG, Ecclesall Historic Society, The
Children’s Society – Glossop, The
Samaritans, Dore Ladies Group, Tickhill
Music Society and Brodsworth Hall (for
the fourth year running) and we even have
a booking for 2007!
A charge is made for non-charitable
functions. If you are interested in learning
more about this group which provides
light-hearted entertainment, please contact
Jenny Bland on Sheffield 236 8552.
Derek Habberjam

Extra DORE to DOORs
Extra copies of Dore to Door, price 15p
each, are available at the newsagents on
Causeway Head Road, Totley Library, or
the Dore Village Society room during
open mornings.
Dore to Door is also available on postal
subscription within the UK for £4 per
year. Details from 236 9025, or visit our
website. www.dorevillage.co.uk
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FEBRUARY
18
Concert with Sheffield Bach Choir at St Mark’s
Church, Broomhill 7.30pm Tickets £11, conc £8, from
Sheffield Music Shop Broomhill, Blue Moon Cafe or
SBS, 3 Tapton Mews, Tapton Crescent Rd, S10 5EA
(Students £6 on the door).
20
Charity Fashion Show in aid of St Luke’s Hospice at
Baldwin’s Omega 12.30pm Details from Tel: 236 9911
20
St Cuthbert's Way Part 1. Melrose to Kirk-Yetholm
Speakers: Anne and Jim Headridge, Dore Methodist
Women’s Fellowship. 2.30pm Open to all
20
Emerson Bainbridge of Sheffield, talk by David
Wilmot for South Yorkshire Industrial History Society
7.30pm Kelham Museum. Visitors £1. Tel: 230 7693
22
Coffee Morning Dore & Totley support group for the
visually impaired, 11.30am Totley Methodist Church,
Grove Road. 255 0758

MAY
2

Family Dragon Hunt starting 2pm at the Old School,
organised by Dore Village Society. Fun for all the
family. Refreshments and prizes.
24
‘Sri Lanka Post Tsunami'. Speaker Rev David Willie,
Dore Meth Women’s Fellowship. 2.30pm Open to all
25 - 29 Yeoman of the Guard by Dore Gilbert & Sullivan
Society presents at the University Drama Studio.
7:30pm matinee at 2:30pm on 29th. Tickets (£8:50 or
£7:50 concessions) from 248 7766
Your Health - How Bees can Help Speaker Gloria
Havenhand of Troway for Dore Ladies Group 7.45
Church Hall Townhead Road. Guests welcome £3.
7
Plant sale, Friends of the Botanical Gardens 10.30am
-2.30pm.
8
Volunteer Working Day at Whinfell Quarry Garden,
from 9.30am to 12.30pm. Details 236 1113
8
Talk by Mrs Leslie Wallace, for Dore Methodist
Women’s Fellowship 2.30pm.
10 - 13 They came from Mars... a play by T.O.A.D.S at St
John’s Church Hall, 7.30pm. Tickets from 236 6891
13
Bluebell Walk in Ecclesall Woods organised by FEW.
Meet 10am opposite Beauchief Gardens
15
Upper Don Walk and Brooklyn Bridge project, talk by
Robin Fielder & Dr Alan Wood for South Yorkshire
Industrial History Society 7.30pm Kelham Museum.
Visitors £1. Tel: 230 7693
20
Archaeology Walk in Ecclesall Woods organised by
FEW. Meet 10am opposite Beauchief Gardens
22
‘Dore Oral History Project'. Talk by Mrs Maureen Cope
for Dore Methodist Women’s Fellowship 2.30pm

MARCH
3
Women’s World Day of Prayer, Totley All Saints
Church, 13.30am, speaker Mrs Catherine Snow,
refreshments, everyone welcome. Details - Tel 236 3027
6
Talk by Rev Garry Dawson-Jones for Dore Methodist
Women’s Fellowship 2.30pm
6
Darnall Works, talk by Mr Andrew Shepherd for
Hallamshire Historic Buildings Society, 7.30pm Quaker
Meeting House, James Street. Tel 230 9663
7
Fashion Show by Dore Classics for Dore Ladies Group.
8pm Church Hall Townhead Rd. Tickets £3 tel 236 0002
11
Volunteer Working Day at Whinfell Quarry Garden,
from 9.30am to 12.30pm. Details 236 1113
12
Spring plant sale, Sheffield Botanical Gardens 2-4pm,
refreshments and free admission
14
Roman Chester: Fortress, Town & Port. AGM then talk
by Dr David Mason for Hunter Archaeolgical Society,
Arts Tower, Sheffield Univ 7pm. Tel 01246 413496
18
Dinner at Carriage House Chatsworth, 7.30pm speaker
Meredydd Hughes for St Luke’s Hospice. Tel: 236 9911
20
My days in ‘Nursing' talk by Mrs Ann Capper for Dore
Methodist Women’s Fellowship 2.30pm
21
Stay Bright in Sheffield, lecture on stainless steels by
David Dulieu for South Yorkshire Industrial History
Society. 6pm Royal Victoria Hotel. Tel: 230 7693
23
Coffee Morning Dore & Totley support group for the
visually impaired, 11.30am Totley Methodist Church.
25
Concert, St Matthew Passion, Sheffield Bach Society at
Sheffield Cathedral 6.30pm Tickets £13, conc £10, from
Sheffield Music Shop Broomhill, Blue Moon Cafe or
SBS, 3 Tapton Mews, Tapton Crescent Rd, S10 5EA.
266 8257 (Students £6 on the door).
29
Spring Fayre at Mickley Hall, Mickley Lane (Leonard
Cheshire Home) from 10am-12noon

Councillor surgeries
Local councillors are available for consultation in the Dore
Village Society room on a regular basis. Forthcoming dates are:
Saturday 25th February, 25th March & 29th April 10am - 11am
- Conservatives.
Saturdays 11th March, 8th April & 13th May 10.30 - 12 noon
- Liberal Democrats.
Christ Church Dore services
1st March at 7.30 pm - Ash Wednesday Holy Communion
Service in Church followed by coffee
Wednesdays 15th March, 29th March and 12th April - 7.30 for
8 pm - Joint Meeting for Lent at Dore Methodist Church
19th March at 9.30 am - Uniformed Church Parade
26th March at 9.30 and 11.00 am - Mothering Sunday - Church
Army Visiting Speaker: Paul Fitzpatrick
9th April - Palm Sunday - Joint S17 Churches service at King
Ecgbert's School, Dore, processing from Christ Church at 10 am
for 10.30 am service at King Ecgbert's.
Friday 14th April - Good Friday - 10am All Age Service
(followed by hot cross buns)
12-3 pm Vigil at the foot of the Cross in Church
Sunday 16th April - Easter - Services at 8 am, 9.30, 11.00 and
5.30 pm

APRIL
1
Family History Fair Centre in the Park, Guildford Ave,
Norfolk Park 10am-5pm free admission.
3
Bring and Buy Sale. Dore Methodist Women’s
Fellowship 2.30pm.
3
Schooling for the poorer sort 1560-1800, talk by Mr
Malcolm Mercer for Hallamshire Historic Buildings
Society, 7.30pm Quaker Meeting House, James Street.
Tel 230 9663
4
Visit to Uganda Speakers Rev Dr Michael Hunter and
Linda Hunter for Dore Ladies Group, 7.45 Church Hall
Townhead Road. Guests welcome £3
5
The Victorian Garden, talk & AGM for Friends of
Whinfell Quarry Garden, Whinfell Activity Centre,
7.30pm
7 & 8 Art Exhibition, Dore Art Group Dore Old School Fri 2-6pm Sat. 9.30am-5pm Refreshments - Admission free
8
Step out to Blacka Moor 7 mile walk with the Rangers,
meet at the POst Office on Townhead Road at 10.30am.
Finish 2.30pm. Tel: 283 9195
10
Surgical instruments in the Hawley Collection. Talk by
Adrian Padfield, for South Yorkshire Industrial History
Society 7.30pm Kelham Museum. Visitors £1. 230 7693
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